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Student opens fire in California high school, killing 2 


By STEFANIE DAZIO and 
JOHN ANTCZAK 
Associated Press 
SANTA CLARITA, Calif. (AP) 

— A student pulled a gun 
from his backpack and 
opened fire at a South¬ 
ern California high school 
Thursday, killing two stu¬ 
dents and wounding three 
others before shooting him¬ 
self in the head on his 16th 
birthday, authorities said. 
The attacker was hospital¬ 
ized in critical condition, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The gunfire began around 
7:30 a.m. at Saugus High 
School in suburban Santa 
Clarita, where Los Angeles 
County sheriff's deputies 
responding to a torrent of 
911 calls found all six stu¬ 
dents in a quad area. 
Security video showed the 
last thing the attacker did 


was shoot himself with the 
final bullet in the .45-caliber 
handgun, sheriff’s homi¬ 
cide Capt. Kent Wegener 
said. 

The attack lasted about 16 
seconds, and the attacker 
apparently fired at random 
because he had no known 
connection to the victims, 
Wegener told a news con¬ 
ference. The motive re¬ 
mained unclear. 

A 16-year-old girl and a 
14-year-old boy died. 

Two girls, ages 14 and 15, 
were each in good con¬ 
dition after being treated 
for gunshot wounds, ac¬ 
cording to Patricia Aidem, 
a spokeswoman for Provi¬ 
dence Holy Cross Medical 
Center. 

Continued on Next Page 



Students are escorted out of Saugus High School after reports of a shooting on Thursday, Nov. 14, 
2019, in Santa Clarita, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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A 14-year-old boy was 
treated and released from 
another hospital, authori¬ 
ties said. 

Sheriff Alex Villanueva said 
the shooter was a student 
at the school but did not 
identify him. 

The sheriff said a biography 
on an Instagram account 
believed to belong to the 
teen contained the post¬ 
ing: “Saugus, have fun at 
school tomorrow." 

The message was discov¬ 
ered Thursday morning 
after the shooting. It was 
unclear when it was made 
and by whom, the sheriff 
said. 

It was later removed, and 
investigators do not know 
who made the change, 
Wegener said. 

Investigators were search¬ 
ing the suspect’s home. 
Wegener said the sheriff's 
department had not re¬ 
ceived any recent calls to 
the boy's house "that would 
indicate that there was tur¬ 
moil" there. 

"At this point in time, we 
have no indication of mo¬ 
tivation or ideology,” said 
Paul Delacourt, the agent 
in charge of the FBI’s Los 
Angeles field office. Santa 
Clarita is a city of more 
than 200,000 about 30 miles 


(48 kilometers) northwest of 
downtown LA.The sound 
of gunfire sent some stu¬ 
dents running while others 
and staff followed recently 


practiced security proce¬ 
dures. Kyra Stapp, 17, was 
watching a documentary 
in class when she heard 
two gunshots. Panicked 
students ran in and report¬ 
ed the shooting. 

Stapp’s class and others 
were herded into a teach¬ 
er break room where they 
locked the door and turned 
off the lights. 

Kyra texted her mother and 
tried not make any noise. 
They exchanged messag¬ 
es as sirens screamed and 
helicopters and deputies 
carrying rifles and shotguns 
swarmed the campus. Then 
Kyra fell silent while officers 
escorted students out. 
“She’s been texting me and 
all of a sudden she’s not,” 
Tracy Stapp said. “That was 
like the worst 10 minutes of 
my life, I swear." 

Shauna Orandi, 16, said she 
was in her Spanish class do¬ 
ing homework when she 
heard four gunshots that 
she initially mistook as instru¬ 
ments from a band class. 
She said a student burst 
into the room saying he’d 
seen the gunman, and her 
classmates were stunned 
into silence. 

“My worst nightmare actu¬ 
ally came true,” she said 


later as she left a nearby 
park with her father. “This is 
it. I’m gonna die." 

Freshman Rosie Rodriguez 
said she was walking up 
the library stairs when she 
heard noises that “sound¬ 
ed like balloons” popping. 
She realized they were 
gunshots when she saw 
other students running. 

Still carrying a backpack 
laden with books, she 
ran across the street to a 
home, where a person she 
didn't know gave shelter 
to her and about 10 other 
students. “I just heard a 
lot of kids crying. We were 
scared,” Rodriguez said. 

A huge crowd of anxious 
parents gathered in the 
park, waiting to be reunit¬ 
ed with their children. 
Undersheriff Tim Murakami 
tweeted an apology to the 
parents, saying investiga¬ 
tors needed to interview 
the students before they 
could be released. 

Orandi said she has heard 
about so many school 


shootings that she always 
assumed she’d panic. But 
she stayed calm with the 
help of her teacher, who 
locked down the class¬ 
room. Saugus High's secu¬ 
rity is provided by one un¬ 
armed sheriff's deputy and 
nine “campus supervisors” 
who act as guards, said to 
Collyn Nielson, chief ad¬ 
ministrative officer for the 
William S. Hart Union High 
School District. 

The campus is surround¬ 
ed by a fence, and stu¬ 
dents enter through a lim¬ 
ited number of gates each 
morning. There are a dozen 
security cameras but no 
metal detectors. 

All district schools hold lock- 
down drills three times a 
year, including two in the 
fall that have already oc¬ 
curred, Nielson said. 

“In speaking with staff and 
hearing reports, students re¬ 
ported they knew what to 
do and immediately went 
into lockdown mode,” he 
saidO 
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Students are escorted out of Saugus High School after reports of a shooting on Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019, in Santa Clarita, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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U.S. budget deficit surges 
to $134.5 billion in October 



This June 12, 2019, file photo shows the U.S. Capitol dome in 
Washington. On Wednesday, Nov. 13, the Treasury Department 
releases federal budget data for August. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

federal government, which 
ended the 2019 budget 
year with its largest deficit 
in seven years, began the 
new budget year with a 
deficit in October that was 
33.8% bigger than a year 
ago as spending hit a re¬ 
cord. 

The Treasury Department 
said Wednesday that the 
deficit last month totaled 
$134.5 billion, up from a 
shortfall in October 2018 of 
$100.5 billion. 

The government ran up a 
deficit of $984.4 billion for 
the 2019 budget year that 
ended Sept. 30, 26% larger 
than in 2018. 

The Congressional Budget 
Office is forecasting that 
the deficit for 2020 will hit 
$1 trillion and will remain 
over $1 trillion for the next 
decade. The country has 
not experienced $1 trillion 
annual deficits since 2009 


through 2012 following the 
2008 financial crisis. 

The projections of trillion- 
dollar deficits are in con¬ 
trast to President Donald 
Trump's campaign prom¬ 
ises in 2016 that even with 
his proposed tax cuts he 
would be able to eliminate 
future deficits with cuts in 


spending and growth in 
revenues from a stronger 
economy. 

In a congressional appear¬ 
ance Wednesday, Federal 
Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell said the “federal 
budget deficit is on an un¬ 
sustainable path, with high 
and rising debt.”0 
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Pelosi says Trump’s Ukraine actions amount to ‘bribery’ 



Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., talks to reporters on the morning after the first pub¬ 
lic hearing in the impeachment probe of President Donald Trump on his effort to tie U.S. aid for 
Ukraine to investigations of his political opponents, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Nov. 
14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By LISA MASCARO and 
MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) —House 
Democrats are refining part 
of their impeachment case 
against the president to a 
simple allegation: Bribery. 
House Speaker Nancy Pe¬ 
losi on Thursday brushed 
aside the Latin phrase 
“quid pro quo” that Demo¬ 
crats have been using to 
describe President Donald 
Trump’s actions toward 
Ukraine. As the impeach¬ 
ment hearings go public, 
they're going for a more 
colloquial term that may 
resonate with more Ameri¬ 
cans. 

“Quid pro quo: Bribery,” Pe¬ 
losi said about Trump’s July 
25 phone call in which he 
asked Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy for a 
favor. 

Trump says the call was 
perfect. Pelosi said: “It’s 
perfectly wrong. It’s brib¬ 
ery." 

The House has opened its 
historic hearings to remove 
America’s 45th president, 
with more to come Friday, 
launching a political battle 
for public opinion that will 
further test the nation in 


one of the most polarizing 
eras of modern times. 
Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans are hardening their 
messages to voters, who 
are deeply entrenched in 
two camps. 

Trump continued to as¬ 
sail the proceedings as “a 
hoax" on Thursday, and 
House GOP Leader Kevin 


McCarthy dismissed the 
witness testimony as hear¬ 
say, at best second-hand 
information. 

The president, who said 
he was too busy to watch 
the initial hearing as it was 
televised, caught up in 
the White House residence 
Wednesday evening and 
tweeted along with a Fox 


News morning recap Thurs¬ 
day. 

The president flatly denied 
the latest revelations. Dur¬ 
ing Wednesday’s hearing 
a diplomat testified that 
another State Department 
witness overheard Trump 
asking about Ukraine inves¬ 
tigations the day after his 
phone call with Kyiv. 

“First I’ve heard of it,” he 
said, brushing off the ques¬ 
tion at the White House. 

The Associated Press re¬ 
ported Thursday that a 
second U.S. Embassy offi¬ 
cial also overheard Trump’s 
conversation. 

While Trump applauded 
the aggression of some 
of his GOP defenders, he 
felt that many of the law¬ 
makers could have done 
more to support him and 
he pressed that case with 
congressional allies ahead 
of the next hearing, ac¬ 
cording to Republicans 
who were not authorized 
to speak publicly about 
private conversations and 
were granted anonymity. 
On Friday, Americans will 
hear from Marie Yovano- 
vitch, the career foreign 
service officer whom Trump 
recalled as the U.S. ambas¬ 
sador to Ukraine after what 
one State Department of¬ 
ficial has called a “cam¬ 
paign of lies” against her 
by the president's personal 
lawyer, Rudy Giuliani. 

At its core, the impeach¬ 


ment inquiry concerns 
Trump’s July phone call with 
Zelenskiy that first came to 
attention when an anony¬ 
mous government whistle¬ 
blower filed a complaint. 

In the phone conversation. 
Trump asked for a “favor," 
according to an account 
provided by the White 
House. He wanted an in¬ 
vestigation of Democrats 
and 2020 rival Joe Biden. 
Later it was revealed that 
at the time the administra¬ 
tion was withholding mili¬ 
tary aid from Ukraine. 

“The bribe is to grant or 
withhold military assistance 
in return for a public state¬ 
ment of a fake investiga¬ 
tion into the elections,” Pe¬ 
losi said. “That’s bribery.” 

It's also spelled out in the 
Constitution as one of the 
possible grounds for im¬ 
peachment - “treason, 
bribery or other and high 
crimes and misdemean¬ 
ors.” 

During Day One of the 
House hearings, career dip¬ 
lomats William Taylor and 
George Kent delivered 
somber testimony about 
recent months. 

They testified how an am¬ 
bassador was fired, the 
new Ukraine government 
was confused and they 
discovered an “irregular 
channel” — a shadow U.S. 
foreign policy orchestrat¬ 
ed by Giuliani that raised 
alarms in diplomatic and 
national security circles. 

It's a dramatic, complicat¬ 
ed story, and the Demo¬ 
crats’ challenge is to cap¬ 
ture voter attention about 
the significance of Trump’s 
interactions with a distant 
country. 

With a hostile Russia its bor¬ 
der, Ukraine is a young de¬ 
mocracy relying on the U.S. 
as it reaches to the West. 
Trump’s reelection effort 
raised more than $3 million 
on the first day of public 
impeachment hearings, 
and campaign manager 
Brad Parscale announced 
it now hopes to raise $5 mil¬ 
lion within a 24-hour span. 

A spokesman for the na¬ 
tional Republican Party, 
Rick Gorka, said there's 
been a surge of volunteers 
and the response “we're 
receiving from the field has 
been tremendous. ”□ 
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Data shows upswing in child exploitation cases 



In this Aug. 1, 2016 file photo, children are silhouetted against the setting sun as they run on the 
sand at Ipanema beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Gov¬ 
ernment investigators who 
uncover child exploitation 
initiated more than 4,000 
cases around the world in 
the 2019 budget year, re¬ 
sulting in thousands of ar¬ 
rests and the identification 
of more than 1,000 victims, 
according to data ob¬ 
tained by The Associated 
Press. 

The caseloads are growing 
because of the ease with 
which offenders can post 
graphic images of children 
online. 

“With the dark web on 
there, the content is be¬ 
coming more prevalent 
and more horrific,” said 
Matt Wright, the chief for 
the Child Exploitation Inves¬ 
tigations Unit at Homeland 
Security Investigations. 

HSI is a division of U.S. Im¬ 
migration and Customs 
Enforcement tasked with 
investigations, not immigra¬ 
tion enforcement. Agents 
work on investigations in¬ 
volving money, drug smug¬ 
gling or child sex trafficking. 
“While we are within ICE, 
our primary function is as 
criminal investigators,” said 
Joanna Ip, assistant direc¬ 
tor of the agency’s cyberdi¬ 


vision, which oversees the 
unit working on combating 
child exploitation. “We do 
criminal investigations with 
customs and immigration 
authorities — anything that 
comes in and out of the 
border.” 

The numbers from Oct. 1, 
2018, to this past Sept. 30 
are higher overall than for 
the previous few years, ac¬ 
cording to the data, even 


as HSI’s parent, the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity, remains focused on im¬ 
migration enforcement. 
Agents and investigators 
initiated 4,224 child exploi¬ 
tation cases that resulted in 
3,771 arrests and identifica¬ 
tion of 1,066 victims. 

The previous two budget 
years each saw about 
4,000 investigations but 
lower arrests and fewer vic¬ 


tims identified, according 
to the data. 

On Thursday, officials un¬ 
veiled a new center based 
at ICE’s Washington head¬ 
quarters and tasked with 
alerting other countries 
when U.S. sex offenders are 
traveling there. The center 
will include representatives 
from the U.S. Marshals of¬ 
fice and U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 


The idea stemmed from a 
pilot program in California 
in 2007. Investigators start¬ 
ed using state sex offender 
registries and federal data 
to alert other countries 
when those registered trav¬ 
eled. 

President Barack Obama 
signed a law in February 
2016 mandating notifica¬ 
tion when registered sex 
offenders traveled. The 
notice doesn’t impede le¬ 
gal travel, but it does give 
countries a heads-up, es¬ 
pecially in locations where 
child sex tourism and abuse 
are rampant, officials said. 
ICE’s acting director. Matt 
Albence, said Thursday that 
in one instance, a notifica¬ 
tion was sent to the United 
Kingdom that a registered 
sex offender from Wash¬ 
ington was headed there. 
When that individual was 
inspected at the border, 
he was discovered with 
child abuse imagery, and 
he'd been traveling to the 
U.K. to take part in a youth 
cheerleading camp as an 
instructor. 

He was deported and his 
devices were confiscated, 
Albence said. The search 
turned up more than 7,000 
instances of child abuse im¬ 
ages and videos.Q 


Oklahoma governor digs in on 
gambling showdown with tribes 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Oklahoma's new Repub¬ 
lican governor doubled 
down Thursday on his posi¬ 
tion that the state's gam¬ 
bling compacts with Indian 
tribes expire at the end of 
the year, setting up a po¬ 
tential legal showdown 
with some of the state’s 
most powerful entities. 

Gov. Kevin Stitt said at 
a press conference that 
communications with the 


tribes broke down late last 
month and he wanted 
to present his case to the 
Oklahoma people. 

“The fact of the matter is 
they have refused to com¬ 
municate with me,” Stitt 
said. “This is going to cause 
extreme uncertainty if we 
don’t have a new com¬ 
pact before Jan. 1,2020.” 
The two sides disagree over 
the key issue of whether 
the compacts automati¬ 


cally renew for another 15- 
year term on Jan. 1 if the 
two sides can’t reach an 
agreement. Stitt suggested 
the state’s current rate of 
between 4% and 10% of 
tribal gambling revenue 
should be larger. Tribal 
leaders have said they’re 
willing to renegotiate the 
rates, but not until Stitt ac¬ 
knowledges the compacts 
automatically renew if a 
deal can’t be reached. □ 



Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt gestures to a sign which addresses 
the renewal of Tribal Gaming Compacts during a news confer¬ 
ence Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019, in Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 
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AP-NORC/USAFacts poll: Americans struggle to ID true facts 



In this Nov. 13,2019, photo. President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference with Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the East Room of the White House in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
and HANNAH FINGERHUT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In a 

sharply divided country, 
here's something many 
Americans agree on: It's 
hard to know what's a true 
and honest fact. 

A new poll from The Asso¬ 
ciated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
and USAFacts finds that re¬ 
gardless of political belief, 
many Americans say they 
have a hard time figuring 
out if information is true. 
Nearly two-thirds of Ameri¬ 
cans say they often come 
across one-sided informa¬ 
tion and about 6 in 10 say 
they regularly see conflict¬ 
ing reports about the same 
set of facts from different 
sources. 

“It is difficult to get facts. 
You have to read between 
the lines. You have to have 
a lot of common sense,” 
said Leah Williams, 29, of 
Modesto, California. A Re¬ 
publican, Williams says she 
relies on like-minded friends 
and family to help sort 
through conflicting infor¬ 
mation. “There are wolves 
in sheep's clothing every¬ 
where." 


The poll found that 47% of 
Americans believe it's dif¬ 
ficult to know if the infor¬ 
mation they encounter is 
true, compared with 31% 
who find it easy to do so. 
When deciding whether 
something is factual, there 
is widespread consensus 
on the importance of trans¬ 
parency in how the infor¬ 


mation was gathered and 
if it is based on data. Demo¬ 
crats and Republicans alike 
frequently find the process 
challenging. 

But as a president with 
a history of making false 
statements and repeating 
debunked conspiracy the¬ 
ories faces public hearings 
this week in only the fourth 
impeachment inquiry in 
the nation’s history, the poll 
finds that differing political 
beliefs led Americans down 
different paths as they try 
to determine what's a un¬ 
questionable fact. 
Democrats are more likely 
to say they rely on scien¬ 
tists and academics, while 
Republicans are more likely 
to trust what they hear from 
President Donald Trump. 
“When I hear him on Fox 
News — that’s where I get 
all my information," said Al 
Corra, a 48-year-old Re¬ 
publican from Midland, 
Texas. Trump, he said, is the 
easiest way to cut through 
an otherwise confusing in¬ 
formation environment. 
Republicans are more likely 
than Democrats to put a 
great deal of trust in the 
president's statements, 40% 
to 5%. Overall, a majority 
of Americans (61%) have 
little to no trust in informa¬ 
tion about the government 
when it comes from Trump, 
Corra said he distrusts aca¬ 
demics as too “liberal" and 
he's not alone in that re¬ 


gard among Republicans. 
More Democrats than Re¬ 
publicans say they consid¬ 
er something to be factual 
if it’s been verified by scien¬ 
tists — 72% versus 40% — as 
well as academics — 57% 
versus 30%. 

Scott Austin, a Democrat 
from Aurora, Colorado, 
says he generally trusts sci¬ 
entists, but checks their af¬ 
filiations carefully because 
he believes fraudulent in¬ 
formation abounds. “If I 
see something that some 
scientist from Stanford says, 
I'll believe that because it’s 
Stanford,” he said. 

Austin, a 52-year-old Army 
veteran, says he has to 
ping-pong from website 
to website to try to verify 
facts and has found him¬ 
self increasingly skeptical 
of government information. 
Like 54% of Americans, he 
believes the president has 
a lot of sway over the infor¬ 
mation distributed by the 
government, and that’s 
made him increasingly 
skeptical given his lack of 
trust in what Trump says to 
be true. 

“I never had a problem 
trusting the government 
under Democratic or Re¬ 
publican administrations 

— until this administration,” 
Austin said. 

Close to half of Americans 

— 45% — also think mem¬ 
bers of Congress have a 
lot of influence on informa¬ 


tion that comes from the 
government, while just 3 in 
10 say the same of federal 
agency employees. 

When it comes to assessing 
whether information is fac¬ 
tual, at least three-quarters 
of Americans think it's very 
important for it to be accu¬ 
rate, and that sources pro¬ 
vide all relevant informa¬ 
tion and explain the way 
that information was gath¬ 
ered. Smaller majorities say 
the information should in¬ 
clude opposing viewpoints 
and be devoid of opinion. 
About 6 in 10 say they are 
very likely to consider infor¬ 
mation factual if it is based 
on data. 

Many Americans say they 
rely on government web¬ 
sites, as well as news sourc¬ 
es and social media, to 
get information. In total, 
54% say they get informa¬ 
tion about the government 
from social media at least 
once a day, 52% say that 
about local TV news, 50% 
from national TV news net¬ 
works and 47% from cable 
news. About 6 in 10 also say 
they have used govern¬ 
ment websites to look up 
information. 

And yet, poll found wide¬ 
spread skepticism about 
these sources — majorities 
say they have little to no 
confidence in information 
they get about the govern¬ 
ment from social media, 
the president, members of 
Congress and businesses. 
Lynn Joseph, a retired art¬ 
ist in Las Vegas, tries to fer¬ 
ret information out on the 
internet, but is skeptical of 
just about all sources nowa¬ 
days. “Do I trust anybody? 
No,” she said. “My philoso¬ 
phy is everybody’s guilty 
until proven innocent.” 
Joseph, a Republican, is 
among the modest group 
of Trump supporters who 
don't trust the accuracy 
of his statements. Overall, 
about a third of those who 
approve of the president 
say they trust information 
they get from him about 
the government only a 
moderate amount, and 
roughly another quarter 
say they have little to no 
trust. “I’m a Trump support¬ 
er, but I know about him," 
she said. “He speaks before 
he should.”□ 
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Paface Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Hobday Inn & Play a Unda Resort. 

For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Dr book online at: www.petican-aruba.com 
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Missouri woman 
charged after husband's 
body found in freezer 



In this Oct. 18, 2017, file photo. Asbestos Removal Technologies Inc., job superintendent Ryan 
Laitila, right, sprays amended water as job forman Megan Eberhart holds a light during asbestos 
abatement in Howell, Mich. 

Associated Press 

Court rules Trump EPA unlawfully 
ignored dangerous chemicals 


By HEATHER HOLLING¬ 
SWORTH 

Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Authorities have arrested a 
woman whose husband's 
corpse was found in a 
freezer in a bedroom inside 
their southwest Missouri 
home, where it may have 
been stored for nearly a 
year. 

Barbara Watters, 67, of 
Joplin, was arrested Thurs¬ 
day, a day after she was 
charged with abandon¬ 
ment of a corpse, a felony 
that is punishable by up to 
four years in prison. 

The grim discovery was 
made after a witness told 
police that Paul Barton's 
body had been in Watters' 
freezer since his death on 
Dec. 30, 2018, a police of¬ 
ficer wrote in the probable 
cause affidavit. 

Watters was arrested with¬ 
out incident at a home in 
Joplin, with the assistance 
of the U.S. Marshals Service, 
The Joplin Globe reported. 
"She was standing in the 
yard there," police Capt. 
Nick Jimenez said. 

The witness said Watters 
threatened to kill him if he 
notified police. Watters also 
threatened to kill police, 
firefighters and emergency 
medical workers if they at¬ 
tempted to come into her 
house, the witness said, ac¬ 
cording to the affidavit. 
Police said she has unspeci¬ 
fied “mental disorders” and 
is known to carry firearms. 
An autopsy is planned to 
determine the cause of 
death and confirm the 
identity of the remains. 
While the criminal com¬ 
plaint says Watters “know¬ 
ingly disposed of or left" 
Barton’s corpse at her 
home without notifying law 



This undated photo provided 
by the Joplin, Mo., Police 
Department, shows Barbara 
Watters. 

Associated Press 

enforcement, Jimenez said 
formal identification of the 
body is pending. 

No charges have been 
filed in his death. 

Jimenez said in an inter¬ 
view that officers got the 
tip about the body Mon¬ 
day while investigating an 
unrelated Nov. 5 fire that 
damaged a home in the 
neighborhood. Officers 
served a search warrant 
Tuesday and found the 
body just where the witness 
said it would be. 

Jimenez declined to de¬ 
scribe how the witness 
knows Watters, although 
the affidavit said he was 
at her house on Nov. 7 
when officers attempted 
to contact the occupants. 
The witness said Watters 
stood at the door pointing 
a handgun at officers on 
the other side and refused 
to allow him to answer the 
door. 

The affidavit doesn’t ex¬ 
plain why officers were at 
the house that day, and Ji¬ 
menez said he didn’t know 
whether it was related to 
the arson inquiry .□ 


By MATTHEW BROWN 
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — 

The Trump administration 
unlawfully excluded mil¬ 
lions of tons of some of the 
most dangerous materials 
in public use from a safety 
review, a federal appeals 
court ruled Thursday. 

A three-judge panel of the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals said the U.S. Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency 
must consider dangers 
posed by asbestos, lead 
and other toxins regardless 
of whether they’re still be¬ 
ing manufactured. 

Millions of tons of those 
chemicals are in the mar¬ 
ketplace, in products rang¬ 
ing from home insulation 
and fire retardant to house 
paint and plumbing pipes. 
The safety review was man¬ 
dated by Congress and is 
the first step toward enact¬ 
ing potential new regula¬ 
tions to protect the public. 
Under President Barack 
Obama, the EPA said it 


would consider the risks of 
those older products since 
they result in some of the 
most common chemical 
exposures by people. 

But spurred by the chemi¬ 
cal industry, the EPA under 
President Donald Trump 
sought to limit the review to 
products still being manu¬ 
factured. 

EPA officials will review the 
court’s decision, agency 
spokesperson Corry Schier- 
meyer said. 

Firefighters and construc¬ 
tion workers complained 
that ignoring products al¬ 
ready in use would jeopar¬ 
dize their health A coalition 
of unions, safety advocates 
and scientific groups had 
sued to block the EPA pro¬ 
posal released in 2017. 

“The big issue in the case 
was what exposures does 
the EPA have to look at it 
when it assesses the use of 
a chemical," said Eve Gart¬ 
ner, an Earthjustice attor¬ 
ney who represented the 


Union of Concerned Sci¬ 
entists, the Sierra Club and 
other plaintiffs in the case. 
“If EPA doesn’t consider 
lead pipe or lead paint," 
she added, “then it might 
end up saying lead is safe 
because you’re not going 
to look at how people are 
exposed to lead.” 

For asbestos, the EPA pro¬ 
posal would have meant 
gauging the risks from just 
a few hundred tons of the 
material that are imported 
annually — while excluding 
almost all of the estimated 
8.9 million tons (8.1 million 
metric tons) of asbestos- 
containing products that 
entered the marketplace 
between 1970 and 2016. 
The chemical industry’s 
lobbying arm, the Ameri¬ 
can Chemistry Council, 
had pushed back against 
the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s interpretation of the 
law in question, known as 
the Toxic Substances Con¬ 
trol ActO 
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EU takes legal action against UK over commissioner dispute 



European Commissioner designate for Transport Adina Valean listens to a question during her 
hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The Eu¬ 
ropean Union is piling 
pressure on Britain and 
has launched legal ac¬ 
tion against the departing 
member of the 28-country 
bloc over its decision not to 
name a candidate for the 
EU's executive arm. 

The EU Commission said in 
a statement Thursday that 
it sent a letter of formal no¬ 
tice to U.K. authorities after 
Britain’s envoy to Brussels 
confirmed the U.K. would 
not present a candidate 
to the bloc's executive 
arm before the country’s 
Dec. 12 general election, 
despite its obligation to do 
so and repeated requests 
from the next president of 
the commission. 


British authorities have un¬ 
til Nov. 22 “to provide their 
views,” the commission 


said. 

“This short time period is 
justified by the fact that 


the next Commission must 
enter into office as soon as 
possible,” it added. 


The new commission led by 
Ursula von der Leyen was 
initially scheduled to take 
office Nov. 1, the day after 
Britain was scheduled to 
leave the bloc. But Euro¬ 
pean lawmakers rejected 
three commission candi¬ 
dates from other countries, 
delaying the process, and 
the EU agreed to delay Brit¬ 
ain’s departure from the 
bloc until Jan. 31. Sending a 
letter of formal notice is the 
first step in a lengthy legal 
procedure if the EU Com¬ 
mission deems a member 
state to be in contraven¬ 
tion of EU rules. In the final 
stages of an infringement 
procedure the EU Commis¬ 
sion can refer such a case 
to the bloc's highest court, 
which can in turn impose 
financial penalties.Q 


Toll rises in Australian wildfires with more danger ahead 



In this image made from video, forest trees are on fire in Kilkivan, 
Queensland state, Australia, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
SYDNEY (AP) — The death 
toll for wildfires raging 
across Australia’s most pop¬ 
ulous state has risen to four 
as authorities warned Thurs¬ 


day of worsening weather 
conditions to come. 

A body was found late 
Wednesday in a scorched 
forest near the town of 
Kempsey in northeast New 


South Wales, police said. 
He is suspected to be a 
58-year-old man who lived 
in a nearby shed and had 
not been seen since Friday 
when ferocious wildfires 
across New South Wales 
killed three other people 
and destroyed at least 150 
homes. 

About 60 fires were burning 
around New South Wales 
on Thursday morning, with 
27 uncontained while be¬ 
ing battled by more than 
1,000 firefighters, the Rural 
Fire Service said. 

"We had a better day yes¬ 
terday, only one fire got to 
emergency warning, but 
even in these pretty benign 
conditions we're seeing 
quite a lot of aggressive fire 
behavior simply because 


it's so dry," Rural Fire Service 
Deputy Commissioner Rob 
Rogers told the Seven Net¬ 
work television. 

"Conditions starting to 
warm up tomorrow, into the 
weekend and then heat¬ 
ing up early next week, a 
return to more gusty condi¬ 
tions. We're in for the long 
haul," he added. 

U.S. Ambassador to Aus¬ 
tralia Arthur Culvahouse Jr. 
said firefighting Tanker 911, 
a converted McDonnell 
Douglas DC-10 jet that can 
drop 35,600 liters (9,400 gal¬ 
lons) of fire retardant, was 
on its way from New Mex¬ 
ico to the Australian east 
coast to help. He said in a 
statement he would reach 
out to Australian national 
and state leaders to offer 


more help if needed. 

At least 50 homes were 
damaged or destroyed in 
New South Wales on Tues¬ 
day by wildfires that had 
burnt into the suburbs of 
Sydney, Australia’s largest 
city. 

A weeklong state of emer¬ 
gency was declared for 
New South Wales because 
of the extraordinary fire 
danger. The emergency 
declaration gives the Rural 
Fire Service sweeping pow¬ 
ers to control resources and 
direct other government 
agencies. 

The annual Australian fire 
season, which peaks during 
the Southern Hemisphere 
summer, has started early 
after an unusually warm 
and dry winterO 
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Somalia struggles after worst flooding in recent history 



In this photo taken Monday, Nov. 4, 2019, a child swims in the floodwaters as others walk past, in 
the town of Beledweyne, in central Somalia Monday, Nov. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ABDI GULED 
Associated Press 
MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) 

— Ahmed Sabrie woke up 
to find his house half-sub- 
merged in fast-rising flood 
waters. 

Frightened and confused, 
he herded sleepy family 
members onto the roof of 
their home in central Soma¬ 
lia as scores of thousands of 
people in the town, Beled¬ 
weyne, scrambled for their 
lives. Clinging to an elec¬ 
tric power pylon by the 
edge of the roof, the family 
watched as their posses¬ 
sions were washed away. 

“I could hear people, 
perhaps my neighbors, 
screaming for help but 
I could only fight for the 
survival of my family,” the 
38-year-old Sabrie, the fa¬ 
ther of four, recalled. As 
one of his children, unfed, 
wailed the family waited 
for more than 10 hours be¬ 
fore a passing rescue boat 
spotted them. 

Authorities have not yet 
said how many people 
died in the flooding last 
month, Somalia’s worst in 
recent history and the latest 
reminder that the Horn of 


Africa nation must prepare 
for the extremes expected 
to come with a changing 
climate. 

At least 10 people went 
missing when their boat 
capsized after the Shabelle 
river burst its banks. Local 
officials have said at least 
22 people in all are pre¬ 
sumed dead and the toll 


could rise. 

“This is a catastrophic 
situation,” Mayor Safiyo 
Sheikh Ali said. President 
Mohamed Abdullahi Mo- 
hamed, who visited the 
town and waded through 
submerged areas, called 
the devastation “beyond 
our capacity" and plead¬ 
ed for more help from aid 


groups. 

With no proper emergency 
response plan for natu¬ 
ral disasters, local rescu¬ 
ers used rickety wooden 
dhows to reach trapped 
people while helicopters 
provided by the United Na¬ 
tions plucked people from 
rooftops. African Union and 
Somali forces have joined 


the rescue operations and 
the Somali government air¬ 
lifted food. 

“Many people are still 
trapped in their submerged 
houses and we have no ca¬ 
pacity and enough equip¬ 
ment to cover all areas," 
said Abdirashakur Ahmed, 
a local official helping to 
coordinate rescue opera¬ 
tions. Hundreds are thought 
to still be stuck. 

With more heavy rains and 
flash flooding expected, of¬ 
ficials warned thousands of 
displaced people against 
returning too quickly to 
their homes. 

More than 250,000 people 
across Somalia were dis¬ 
placed by the recent se¬ 
vere flooding, according 
to the Norwegian Refugee 
Council. 

Beledweyne town was the 
worst affected. Several 
thousand people were 
sheltering under trees or in 
tents. 

“Floods have destroyed 
more than three-quarters 
of Beledweyne and sub¬ 
merged many surround¬ 
ing villages,” said Victor 
Moses, the NRC’s country 
director. □ 


Strained French public 
hospital workers protest 
cost cuts 


Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Thousands 
of exasperated nurses, 
doctors and other public 
hospital workers marched 
through Paris on Thursday 
to demand more staff and 
resources after years of 
cost cuts. 

Before the day was done, 
the French president said 
an action plan would be 
announced next week. 

The protest and strike chan¬ 
neled anger that's long 
been bubbling among 
France’s nearly 1 million 
public hospital workers. 
Emergency room staff 
have held a rolling strike 
since March. 

Decked in white coats, 
rheumatologists, anesthesi¬ 
ologists, gynecologists and 
others from around France 
braved the November chill 


for the Paris march, waving 
banners and sharing stories 
about growing patient wait 
times, bed shortages and 
other problems. 

Shrinking investment and 
lack of reform are taking 
a toll on France's often- 
praised health care system. 
The government has been 
working on a support plan 
for hospitals that protesters 
fear will be too modest to 
solve the problem. 
President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron took up the chal¬ 
lenge, announcing during 
a visit to Epernay, in the 
Marne region, that an ac¬ 
tion plan will be presented 
next Wednesday that in¬ 
cludes “more means, but 
not only.” 

“The situation is graver than 
what we had analyzed,” 
he said.Q 
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Islamic Jihad says cease-fire reached to end Gaza fighting 



Rockets are launched from the Gaza Strip towards Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By FARES AKRAM 
TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— Gaza’s militant Islamic 
Jihad group announced a 
cease-fire with Israel early 
on Thursday, ending two 
days of heavy fighting that 
left at least 34 Palestinians 
dead. 

Spokesman Musab al-Berim 
said the Egyptian-brokered 
deal went into effect at 
5:30 a.m. There was no im¬ 
mediate confirmation from 
Israel which rarely acknowl¬ 
edges deals with Gaza 
militant groups, but some 
restrictions were lifted on 
residents of the south, de¬ 
spite the continued fire of 
several rockets. 

Al-Berim said the cease¬ 
fire was based on a list of 
demands presented by his 
group late Wednesday, in¬ 
cluding a halt to Israeli tar¬ 
geted killings of the group’s 
leaders. The fighting broke 
out early Tuesday after Isra¬ 
el killed a senior command¬ 
er of the militant group 
who was said to be behind 


a string of rocket attacks 
and who Israel said was 
believed to be planning a 
cross-border infiltration. 

The rare targeted killing by 
Israel sparked the heaviest 
fighting with Gaza militants 
since May. Islamic Jihad 
fired some 400 rockets to¬ 
ward Israel, while Israel re¬ 


sponded with scores of air- 
strikes. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Israel 
Katz said the policy of tar¬ 
geted killings had “proved 
itself” to be effective and 
that it would continue, de¬ 
spite word of the cease-fire. 
“Everyone who was a top 
military official, who was 


set to carry out and was in¬ 
volved in terror or rocket fir¬ 
ing against Israel was elimi¬ 
nated,” he told Israeli Army 
Radio. “And we intend to 
continue with this." 

Gaza’s ruling Hamas mili¬ 
tant group, which is much 
larger and more powerful 
than Islamic Jihad, stayed 


out of the fighting, indicat¬ 
ing it would be brief. 
Palestinian officials report¬ 
ed 34 deaths, including 
a 7-year-old boy and six 
members of a single fam¬ 
ily. At least 16 of the dead 
were militants. 

The rocket fire crippled life 
across southern Israel, as 
nonstop air-raid sirens can¬ 
celed schools and forced 
people to remain indoors. 
Much of Gaza resembled 
a ghost-town, with almost 
no vehicles on the roads 
except for ambulances 
evacuating wounded. 
Shortly after al-Berim’s an¬ 
nouncement, at least two 
rockets were fired out of 
Gaza, setting off sirens in 
southern Israel. It was not 
immediately clear who fired 
the rockets or whether the 
launches were intentional 
or misfires caused by elec¬ 
tronic timers. But the Islamic 
Jihad said it was commit¬ 
ted to ending the fighting, 
saying the fire was likely be¬ 
cause word hadn’t spread 
to all members about the 
halt to violence. □ 


Major roads reopened in Lebanon after 2-day closure 



People queue on their cars as they try to cross a highway blocked by anti-government protest¬ 
ers by burning tires, during ongoing protests against the government, in Khaldeh, south of Beirut, 
Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanese 
troops reopened major 
roads around Lebanon 
Thursday after a two-day 
closure triggered by a TV 
interview with President 
Michel Aoun in which he 
called on protesters to go 
home. 

The roads linking Beirut with 
the country’s south and 
north were opened shortly 
before noon Thursday, as 
well as others around the 
country. 

Protesters have been hold¬ 
ing demonstrations since 
Oct. 17 demanding an end 
to widespread corruption 
and mismanagement by 
the political class that has 
ruled the country for three 
decades. 

Aoun said Thursday that 
the demands of protesters 
are being followed adding 
that “they will be among 
the top priorities of the gov¬ 
ernment that we are work¬ 
ing on forming in the near 
future.” 

Aoun expressed hopes in 


comments released by his 
office that a new Cabinet 
“will be formed in the com¬ 
ing days” after removing 
obstacles that have been 
delaying the formation. 
Prime Minister Saad Hariri 
resigned his government 


on Oct. 29, meeting a key 
demand of the protesters. 
Since then there have been 
disagreements over the 
new Cabinet as Hariri insists 
it should be made up of 
technocrats who will con¬ 
centrate on solving Leba¬ 


non’s worst economic and 
financial crisis in decades 
while other politicians, in¬ 
cluding Aoun, want it to be 
a mixture of technocrats 
and politicians. 

“Dealing with the develop¬ 
ments should be based on 


national interests that need 
cooperation from all sides 
to achieve pursued goals,” 
Aoun said. 

Caretaker Foreign Minister 
Gebran Bassil tweeted that 
the priority is to form a “sal¬ 
vation government” and 
prevent anyone from tak¬ 
ing the country into a con¬ 
frontation. Bassil is Aoun’s 
son-in-law and close aide. 
The opening of the roads 
came a day after protest¬ 
ers started building a wall 
inside a tunnel on the high¬ 
way linking Beirut with north 
Lebanon leading to an out¬ 
cry by the public who saw 
it as a reminder of the 1975- 
90 civil war. In the town of 
Jal al-Dib, just north of Bei¬ 
rut, troops pushed away 
protesters from the high¬ 
way and removed barriers 
that had been blocking the 
road since Tuesday night. 

In the town of Choueifat 
south of Beirut, thousands 
of people attended the 
funeral of a 38-year-old fa¬ 
ther who was shot dead by 
a soldier at a protest Tues¬ 
day night.Q 
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Taiwan opposition candidate backs Hong Kong full democracy 



Han Kuo-yu of the Nationalist Party speaks during a media event announcing his campaign logo 
in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By TAIJING WU 
Associated Press 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — The 

China-friendly opposition 
candidate in Taiwan’s up¬ 
coming presidential elec¬ 
tion is urging Hong Kong to 
adopt universal suffrage as 
the best way of stemming 
months of anti-government 
protests. 

Han Kuo-yu of the National¬ 
ist Party told reporters Thurs¬ 
day that Taiwan stood as 
an example of how it was 
possible to transition to full 
democracy without major 
changes to national iden¬ 
tity. 

The “political crux” of the 
situation in Hong Kong is 
that “the people question 
the legitimacy of their lead¬ 
ers. 

They think that they’re not 
sufficiently representative,” 
Han said. 

That could be easily fixed 
by allowing direct elec¬ 
tions for chief executive 
and members of the local 
legislature, he said, despite 
Beijing’s firm objections. 
Han’s remarks are not 


greatly different from those 
of his opponent in the Jan. 
11 election, incumbent 
President Tsai Ing-wen, 
whom Beijing has sought 
to isolate politically over 
her refusal to agree that 


Taiwan is part of China. Bei¬ 
jing regularly lashes out at 
her government's calls for 
reform in Hong Kong and 
dialogue with political op¬ 
ponents. 

Han, in contrast, has en¬ 


dorsed a 1992 agreement 
with Beijing that says Tai¬ 
wan is part of China, while 
maintaining its own in¬ 
terpretation of what that 
means. 

That, he said, is the “best 


foundation” for interac¬ 
tion between the sides. He 
urged Tsai to also adopt 
the agreement out of pure¬ 
ly practical considerations. 
Speaking at a gathering 
with foreign reporters in Tai¬ 
wan’s capital, Taipei, Han, 
62, did not directly answer 
when asked whether his 
concept of “one China” 
was the same as that of 
Chinese President and 
leader of the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party Xi Jinping, who 
says Taiwan must inevitably 
come under Beijing’s con¬ 
trol, by force if necessary. 

A former legislator, Han 
was elected mayor of 
Kaohsiung in December 
2018. Shortly after that, he 
traveled to China to sign 
deals to sell 5.2 billion New 
Taiwan dollars ($165 million) 
worth of Taiwanese agricul¬ 
tural products. 

He also met with leading 
officials for relations with 
Taiwan, including the head 
of the Cabinet's Taiwan Af¬ 
fairs Office, Liu Jieyi, and 
ranking Communist Party 
officials in Hong KongO 


NKorea say US offered to resume nuclear talks in December 



In this June 30, 2019, file photo, U.S. President Donald Trump, left, meets with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un at the border village of Panmunjom in Demilitarized Zone, South Korea. 

Associated Press 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

North Korea on Thursday 
said the United States has 
proposed a resumption of 
stalled nuclear negotia¬ 
tions in December as they 
approach an end-of-year 
deadline set by North Kore¬ 
an leader Kim Jong Un for 
the Trump administration to 
offer an acceptable deal 
to salvage the talks. 

In a statement released by 
state media. North Korean 
negotiator Kim Myong Gil 
didn’t clearly say whether 
the North would accept 
the supposed U.S. offer. 

He said North Korea has no 
interest in talks if they are 
aimed at buying time with¬ 
out discussing solutions. He 
said the North isn’t willing to 
make a deal over “matters 
of secondary importance," 
such as possible U.S. of¬ 
fers to formally declare an 
end to the 1950-53 Korean 
War, which was halted by 
a cease-fire, not a peace 
treaty, or establish a liaison 
office between the coun¬ 


tries. 

“If the negotiated solu¬ 
tion of issues is possible, we 
are ready to meet with the 
U.S. at any place and any 
time,” said Kim Myong Gil, 
who called for Washington 
to present a fundamen¬ 
tal solution for discarding 
its “hostile policy" toward 


North Korea. 

“If the U.S. still seeks a sinis¬ 
ter aim of appeasing us in a 
bid to pass the time limit — 
the end of this year — with 
ease as it did during the 
DPRK-U.S. working-level ne¬ 
gotiations in Sweden early 
in October, we have no 
willingness to have such ne¬ 


gotiations," he said, using 
the abbreviation of North 
Korea’s official name, the 
Democratic People’s Re¬ 
public of Korea. 

Nuclear negotiations have 
faltered since a February 
summit between Kim Jong 
Un and President Don¬ 
ald Trump in Vietnam col¬ 


lapsed after the U.S. side 
rejected North Korean de¬ 
mands for broad sanctions 
relief in exchange for a par¬ 
tial surrender of its nuclear 
capabilities. 

The working-level talks last 
month in Sweden broke 
down over what the North 
Koreans described as the 
Americans’ “old stance 
and attitude.” 

Kim Myong Gil, who was 
North Korea’s lead nego¬ 
tiator at the Stockholm 
talks, said Stephen Biegun, 
Trump's special envoy for 
North Korea, proposed via 
an unspecified third coun¬ 
try to hold another round of 
talks in December. 

“I cannot understand why 
he spreads the so-called 
idea of DPRK-U.S. relations 
through the third party, not 
thinking of candidly mak¬ 
ing direct contact with me, 
his dialogue partner, if he 
has any suggestions or any 
idea over the DPRK-U.S. 
dialogue,” Kim Myong Gil 
said of Biegun. “His behav¬ 
ior only amplifies doubts 
about the U.S.’O 
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Cuban president says US plan to pressure Cuba failing 



Cuba's President Miguel Diaz-Canel greets residents as he arrives in Caimanera, Cuba, Thursday, 
Nov. 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
CAIMANERA, Cuba (AP) 

— A short distance from 
the U.S. naval base at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cu¬ 
ban President Miguel Diaz- 
Canel said Thursday that 
the Trump administration’s 
hardening of the American 
embargo is failing to force 
concessions from his gov¬ 
ernment. 

"The Yankees keep squeez¬ 
ing but we keep resisting 
and winning,” he said. “We 
will fight back. They will 
never defeat us, and with 
everyone's help we will 
keep advancing our ideas 
and the country will keep 
advancing.” 

Diaz-Canel, 59, was mak¬ 
ing his first trip as president 
to the town of Caimanera, 
the closest point in Cuba 
to the U.S. naval base. The 
45-square-mile base in the 
country’s far east has been 
under American control for 
116 years despite the 1959 
rise to power of a commu¬ 


nist government dedicated 
to thwarting U.S. influence 
in Latin America. 

President Donald Trump 
has been steadily tighten¬ 
ing the six-decade trade 
embargo on Cuba in re¬ 


cent months, banning U.S. 
cruise ships and sanction¬ 
ing ships bringing oil from 
Venezuela, among other 
measures. Trump adminis¬ 
tration officials say the goal 
is to cut revenue to the Cu¬ 


ban government and re¬ 
duce its ability to help Ven¬ 
ezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro, whom the U.S. 
wants to overthrow. 

The Cuban government’s 
chronic cash shortages 


appear to have become 
graver, and gas stations 
have been regularly run¬ 
ning out of fuel, but there 
is no sign that Cuba has re¬ 
duced ties with Venezuela 
or made any other conces¬ 
sions sought by the U.S. 
Diaz-Canel began his visit 
to the town of about 10,000 
people with a visit to a new¬ 
ly renovated 3D movie hall, 
a state-run restaurant and a 
series of other government 
projects in Caimanera be¬ 
fore heading to the provin¬ 
cial capital, Guantanamo. 
Since assuming power in 
April 2018, Diaz-Canel has 
made several dozen similar 
trips around Cuba to check 
on public services and in¬ 
frastructure, accompanied 
by Cuba's state-run media. 
Some international me¬ 
dia were invited to cover 
Thursday's trip in an unusual 
widening of access to Diaz- 
Canel who has had virtu¬ 
ally no interactions with the 
foreign press since becom¬ 
ing presidentO 


Mexico’s president faces challenge over human rights 


Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can President Andres Man¬ 
uel Lopez Obrador is fac¬ 
ing one of his most serious 
challenges over human 
rights in a dispute over the 


head of the country’s rights 
agency. 

Lopez Obrador has stressed 
respect for human rights 
since taking office nearly a 
year ago. 

But he has also criticized 


the National Human Rights 
Commission and brushed 
aside its recommendations. 
This week he pushed 
through Congress a new 
head for the rights agency 
who critics say is neither im¬ 


partial nor familiar with the 
country’s problems. 

That prompted the resigna¬ 
tion of several members of 
the board of the govern¬ 
mental rights commission 
Thursday. Lopez Obrador 


has faced criticism for his 
use of the military in police 
work and for using the mili¬ 
tarized National Guard to 
prevent Central American 
migrants from travelling 
through Mexico.□ 


Students offer Venezuelan police roses, then turn to rocks 



A group of student protesters attack a cordon of Bolivarian po¬ 
liceman blocking their path, in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, 
Nov. 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— A minor clash broken 
out in Venezuela’s capital 
Thursday between univer¬ 
sity students and national 
police wearing riot gear fol¬ 
lowing a speech by oppo¬ 
sition leader Juan Guaido 
at the Central University of 
Venezuela campus. 
Guaido is rallying sup¬ 
port for nationwide pro¬ 
tests planned for Saturday 
against the government of 
President Nicolas Maduro, 
trying to re-energize a cam¬ 
paign launched in January 
to overthrow the socialist 
government. 

As Guaido spoke, nation¬ 
al police carrying shields 
formed a blockade at one 
of the campus' entrances. 


The students approached 
them with white flowers, 
urging them to abandon 


Maduro. 

The protest by dozens of 
students chanted “Free¬ 


dom" and “Guards, listen 
and join the fight." 

The students then tried to 
charge the police line and 
threw rocks, drawing pep¬ 
per spray and tear gas in 
return. The confrontation 
ended with no injuries. 
Maduro’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Jorge Arreaza also 
announced Thursday that 
the government had retak¬ 
en control of Venezuela’s 
embassy in Brazil's capi¬ 
tal following a brief distur¬ 
bance. A group of people 
backing Guaido’s claim to 
be Venezuela’s legitimate 
president occupied the 
nation’s embassy in Brasilia 
for about 10 hours Wednes¬ 
day. Sympathizers on both 
sides briefly engaged in 
pushing and shoving in 


front of the embassy. 
Maduro's government says 
the group invaded the em¬ 
bassy, while the Venezu¬ 
elan representative to Bra¬ 
zil named by Guaido said 
embassy staff opened the 
gate and let them inside. 
The government of Brazil’s 
President Jair Bolsonaro is 
among more than 50 na¬ 
tions that recognize Guaido 
as Venezuela’s leader. 
However, Bolsonaro said in 
a statement Wednesday 
that he had no knowledge 
of the group’s plans to oc¬ 
cupy the embassy. 

Arreaza in a statement 
thanked the Brazilian “so¬ 
cial movement” for its help 
resolving the situation. He 
said the group had peace¬ 
fully left the buildingO 
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Governor of Aruba launches Tierra Del Sol’s Shoco Conservation Project 



NOORD — On Saturday 
morning November 9th 
2019, the Governor’s car 
pulled up at the Tierra del 
Sol Resort and Golf. The 
Honorable Alfonso Boek- 
houdt was received by the 
General Manager, Cisco 
Quant and the chairman 
of Aruba Birdlife Conser¬ 
vation, Greg Peterson. To¬ 
gether they escorted him 
to Hole # 14, Tierra Del Sol’s 
signature hole. Natasha Sil¬ 
va, Conservation Manager 
and Gian Nunes, head of 
research of Aruba’s Nation¬ 
al Park and David Johnson 
of the Global Owl Project 
received them at Hole # 
14, a very special location 
where the golf course em¬ 
ployees and the volunteers 
of Aruba Birdlife Conserva¬ 
tion had already gathered. 

Almost 3 years earlier Aru¬ 
ba Birdlife Conservation 
and National Park Aruba 
formed a partnership to 
rescue the Shoco from ex¬ 
tinction. They searched for 
an international partner 
and invited the Global Owl 
Project to join in their en¬ 
deavor. A plan was made 
and together they then 
approached Cisco Quant 
of Tierra del Sol with the re¬ 
quest to partner in Aruba’s 
first Shoco Conservation 
Project. The rest is history... 
A fundamental aspect 
of fhe Shoco Conserva¬ 
tion Project entails offering 
the Shocos artificial bur¬ 
rows which are strategi¬ 
cally placed at safe loca¬ 
tions. Over a period of two 


years, 22 artificial burrows 
were placed at such safe 
locations around the Tierra 
del Sol Golf Course. And 
the good news is that the 
shocos love their new arti¬ 
ficial burrows! 

The partners agreed that 
the time had come to 
launch this unique project. 
Tierra del Sol was ready to 
serve as the primary ex¬ 
ample of the Aruba Shoco 
Conservation Project. 

Our Governor is a profound 
nature lover who has taken 
an interest in the Shoco 
Conservation Project from 
day 1. Just a few weeks 
ago, the Governor paid an 
informal visit at Tierra Del 
Sol to be informed in detail 
on the progress made. Dur¬ 
ing this visit he discovered 
that a pair of Shocos had 
moved in at Hole # 14, yes, 
at Tierra del Sol’s signature 
golf hole! It goes without 
saying that it was this artifi¬ 
cial burrow site which was 
chosen for the launch. 

So on Saturday the cere¬ 
mony took place and start¬ 
ed with the revealing of a 
new golf course sign. Since 
it was the Governor who 
discovered the shocos at 
this burrow, it will be named 
“The Governor’s Burrow”. 
To seal the launch, the 
Governor placed a Shoco 
perch in front of this very 
special artificial burrow. 
And yes, just like the signa¬ 
ture golf hole is number 14, 
henceforth the Governor's 
Burrow will also carry the 
number 14! 

We are grateful to the Gov¬ 


ernor of Aruba and to Tierra 
del Sol for putting their trust 
into their Shoco Conserva¬ 
tion partners. We thank the 
employees of Tierra del 
Sol for their ongoing assis¬ 
tance. Aruba Birdlife Con¬ 
servation extends feelings 
of appreciation to its part¬ 
ners National Park of Aruba 
and The Global Owl Proj¬ 
ect of the United States for 
their contributions to Shoco 
Conservation in Aruba. 
And a very special word of 
thanks to all our supporters, 
and above all, to our fabu¬ 
lous volunteers. □ 




As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, L.G. Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything"' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 
Located in Oranjestad r next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195, 
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The third ‘Road to Work’ project completed successfully 


ORANJESTAD — The ‘Jongerenloket’ (youth division) at the Department of Social Affairs 
is happy to announce the third successful completion of the project ‘Road to Work". The 
project, which is under guidance of Kayla Haakmeester and administrative assistant 
Sheilah Odor, has as purpose to give an opportunity to young single mothers to not only 
acquire a job, but also help them in their personal development. This program results 
under the Social Crisis Plan which is sponsored by the government of Aruba. 



The project focuses on sin¬ 
gle mothers who receive 
social assistance from the 
government. Their ages 
range from 18 to 30. Due 
to their situation they find 
it difficult to find a job. 
The ‘Jongerenloket’ offers 
these mothers education 
in different areas, interme¬ 
diation and personal guid¬ 
ance, so they will be able 
to find a suitable work, 
become financially stable 
and stimulate active par¬ 
ticipation in the commu¬ 
nity. 

The course, which con¬ 
sists of 14 intensive classes, 
starts with the learning proj¬ 
ect “Re-inforce, Empower 
and Assertiveness’ facili¬ 
tated by experts Mariane- 
la Loefstok and Madeline 
Ridderstap. They focus on 
personal knowledge, con¬ 
scious auto perception 
and social skills. Afterwards 
the participants get the 
opportunity to share their 
thoughts, define their per¬ 


sonal goals and describe 
their plan of action to join 
the labor market. This helps 
them discover their po¬ 
tential and loose personal 
barriers that prevent them 
from progressing. 

All the participants re¬ 
ceived an official certifi¬ 
cate in the presence of the 
Prime Minister of Aruba Mrs. 
Evelyn Wever-Croes, rep¬ 
resentative of the Ministry 
of Social Affairs and labor. 
Ministry of Tourism, Health 
and Sports and leaders of 
the project. All participants 
were very motivated and 
are ambitious about their 
future. 

‘Jongerenloket’ and the 
Social Crisis Plan project 
would like to thank the Na¬ 
tional Library of Aruba and 
all departments involved 
for their contribution to this 
project. 

For more information you 
can contact the youth di¬ 
vision at the department of 
Social Affairs at 528-1100.Q 



Travel Tips 


£ ifcropu&rto InEemadonai 

Reina Beatrix 



1. When checking -in, you will always need your valid passport, along with your ticket, 
e ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US-bou nd depa rtu res, check- in th ree hours before you r sc h ed ul ed departure 
time. 

2. For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations,, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service# 

4. For all Non US departures, check-In may vary between airlines and destinations; 
always consult your airline for more information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight Is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on, there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage. Always check with your airline on limitations# 

7. Always check the weight I \mlt of your baggage; excess weight may result fn penalty 
fees. 

8. Always label your bags and suitcases with your name, address and phone number. 

9. Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening# It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process# 

11. Remove shoes at checkpoint and place in fray for x-ray machine screening, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x-ray screening. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-ln baggage. When traveling to 
the US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. More information https://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screener to 
inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process# 

16. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods, guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


Honoring our visitors 



PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richardson of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors as Distinguished Visitor 
and Goodwill Ambassador of Aruba. The Distinguished 
visitor certificate is presented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of appreciation to the guests who visit 
Aruba 10 years and more consecutively. The Goodwill 
Ambassador certificate is presented to guests who visit 
Aruba 20 years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Stephen & Susan Sciortino as Dis¬ 
tinguished Visitors of Aruba, together with Bill and Bar¬ 
bara Holmes as Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. 

These people stated that they love the island very much, 
especially for its-year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, delicious variety of foods, and Aruba’s warm 
and friendly people. 

Richardson together with the representatives of the Mar¬ 
riott Surf Club presented the certificates to the honorees, 
handed over some presents and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from-home.O 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Subway I Juan Valrte? 

Dunkin Donuts f Baskin-nuoDms 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RGJBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
563.5000 I rQsmoalhombra.com 


Ploy Raspaitsihly. Visit wvw.gamiliiunon'pinws.org if you or um*on# you leww h« n gambling pi ab4m. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Belly dance , couscous and fab food at Bohemian 


Mediterranean Nights 

PALM BEACH —Bohemian Restaurant is differ¬ 
ent, unconventional and a rebel with a cause. 
The cause is to make you feel king in this hid¬ 
den garden with outstanding dishes that con¬ 
nect you to the European liaisons of Aruba. 
Thursday and Friday night they take you a step 
further and surprise you with a full entertainment 
Marrakech theme while you indulge in the culi¬ 
nary delight of Arabic food. 

A garden full of strong trees and dressed up in 
New York-style industrial-look elements creates 
a cosmopolitan vibe while at the same time the 
tropical breeze and outside dining connect to 
the Caribbean. Waiters with French barrettes 
and pant suspenders service you with a happy 
and loose style. Imagine this scenery spiced up 
with some Marrakech flavor! 



Bohemian is located between the Hilton and 
Barcelo. Free Parking is available at the parking 
lot in front of Barcelo Resort. 

Make your reservations through their website: 
https://bohemianaruba.com. Call them at 
00 297 280 8448. Facebook: Bohemian. 


to Remember 

Enchanted 

You will be enchanted by the magical belly 
dancer while being served with the best dishes 
from around Marrakech, Morocco. Most peo¬ 
ple think couscous is wheat semolina but it's just 
part of it, it's a lot more complex and this is the 
night to try the family recipe of the restaurant 
owners: Couscous Royal. An exquisite blend of 
beef, lamb, meat balls, carrot, zucchini, turnip, 
cabbage, pumpkin and chickpeas are slowly 
cooked in a bouillon and spices and served on 
a bed of steamed semolina wheat. Another deli¬ 
cious dish is the grilled lamb chop and merguez or 
what to think of the tagine with chicken and dry 
fruits? "Ganaouia" is another family recipe with 
beef and okra and of course there is the humus 
and Babaganoush. Built your own Fata Morgana, 
there are no limits. 

The beautiful garden of Bohemian will be filled 
with lights, good food and live entertainment in 
an intimate, hip and offbeat ambiance. Don’t 
miss out on this one-time opportunity to expe¬ 
rience something different. Reservations are 
strongly advised! 

Bohemian Restaurant is a different swing, Europe¬ 
an flair and outside dining, a place from the same 
owner as the for years already successful Casa 
Tua restaurants. They know their dance well, but 
this time they lift it to a different level.Q 
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Birds of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, 
the Aruba Birdlife Conservation 
was founded with the aim of pro¬ 
tecting the biodiversity in general 
and birds in and around Aruba in 
particular. 

Among other things, the founda¬ 
tion will focus on increasing the 
survival chances of species of wild 
birds by promoting their preserva¬ 
tion and conservation. The foun¬ 
dation publishes the most beautiful 
pictures of local birds on their so¬ 
cial media that show us the beauty 
of Aruba's birds and nature in gen¬ 
eral. Aruba Today gives you a little 
peek with the following pictures 
and descriptions from the founda¬ 
tions Facebook page. 

Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s to 
protect.^ 


The Great Egret 



Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a 
Great Egret flying in peace. When 
it is peaceful and quite, beautiful 
things start happening in nature. 


Canadian in the 
house 



The breeding season is over and 
it’s getting pretty cold in North 
America. Shore birds have started 
moving southwards as early as 
July. This wetland beauty wants to 
keep its toes warm. Our Canadian 
friends know exactly where they 
can do so best. A Greater Yellow- 
legs rediscovering Aruba's Bubali 
Wetlands. 


Cabochon 



In its living form of so much more 
value than any gemstone. Aruba’s 
smallest and most master of flight. 
A top pollinator. A hovering Blen- 
chi inspecting the human who just 
entered his territory. 

English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male) 
Dutch: Blauwstaartsmaragdkolibrie 
(mannetje). 


Sunset Grille presents: 

Spectacular Sunset Menu Experience 



PALM BEACH — Sunset Grille res¬ 
taurant at the Hilton Aruba Carib¬ 
bean Resort & Casino invites you 
to join their early bird Sunset Menu. 
This menu includes three courses 
for a special price in an elegant 
and romantic setting, indoors or 
outdoors. See the sun going under 
against a backdrop of palm trees 
while enjoying the chef’s magic. 

Lobster Bisque, Local Red Snapper 
and Tantalizing Desserts are some 
of the favorites that will pass by 


this night. The restaurant’s terrace 
is known for its awe-inspiring views 
and its lush landscaping. Sun¬ 
set Grille is an energetic, modern 
steakhouse that prides itself with 
the American-born, French-trained 
Executive Chef Matt Boland, a vet¬ 
eran and culinary star of the Aruba 
hospitality industry. 

The Sunset Menu is available on a 
daily base between 5.30PM and 
7PM. For reservations call +297 526 
6612 or email hiltonconcierge@de- 
palmtours.com.Q 
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Say thank you in Aruba 
Today 

ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today gives you the opportunity to 
express your gratitude to your blessings. Send us a small 
Thanksgiving message (maximum 10 words) with/without 
picture and we will publish it in our edition on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing Day, November 28th. Please email to: news@arubato- 
day.com. Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, 
we strive to make you a happy reader every day. 

Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, like¬ 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensa¬ 
tion. 

What Is It About? 

Thanksgiving is on Thursday November 28th, the day be¬ 
fore Black Friday. Thanksgiving Day traditionally kicks off 
the 'holiday season' in the United States. The day was set 
in stone by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1939 and ap¬ 
proved by Congress in 1941. FDR changed it from Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln's designation as the last Thursday in Novem¬ 
ber (because there are sometimes five Thursdays in the 
month). 

While Thanksgiving is one of the biggest events in the 
American calendar, for Europeans it's always been a little 
bit of a mystery. What is it actually about? The most expo¬ 
sure many of us get to the holiday is by watching Ameri¬ 
can television series' Thanksgiving-themed episodes - and 
even those tend to leave us in the dark. 

Many Americans think it of it as just as important as Christ¬ 
mas. In fact, more people in the US celebrate Thanksgiv¬ 
ing than they do Christmas. Thanksgiving Day is a secu¬ 
lar holiday in a country that officially separates church 
and state so this probably makes sense. Thanksgiving can 
be traced back to 1621 where refugees from England, 
known as Pilgrims, invited the local Native Americans to a 
harvest feast after they experienced a successful season 
of produce growth. But it wasn't just the economic drive 
that allowed the Pilgrims to prosper. It was their devotion 
to God and His laws. And that's what Thanksgiving is re¬ 
ally all about. The Pilgrims recognized that everything we 
have is a gift from God - even our sorrows. Their Thanks¬ 
giving tradition was established to honor God and thank 
Him for His blessings and His grace. 

Although the turkey is ‘the face’ of Thanksgiving nowa¬ 
days, the first Thanksgiving did not even include turkey, 
but rather a three-day feast of goose, lobsfer, cod and 
deer. Besides turkey people love stuffing and pies - 
pumpkin, pecan, apple and sweet potato as the tradi¬ 
tional desserts. 

Why is American football relevant to Thanksgiving? In 
1934, the University of Detroit hosted the first Thanksgiv¬ 
ing Day football game between Detroit Lions and the 
Chicago Bears. The game became the first-ever network 
broadcast event in the US and was so popular that a 
Thanksgiving Day football game continues today - and 
Detroit has played every year since. 

Today people from Canada, the United States, some of 
the Caribbean islands, and Liberia continue the Thanks¬ 
giving tradition in their homes - or when on vacation in 
their holiday destination. Aruba Today wishes you a Hap¬ 
py Thanksgiving. □ 



Real Estate Money Maker for sale! 

This immaculate beautifully designed condo with a spacious balcony 
invites comfort and exudes elegance. With z spacious bedrooms and 2 
luxurious bathrooms generous living space and stylish finishes, you will 
enjoy a perfect setting for relaxing and entertaining that is 
complemented with the stunning view of the Ocean. The current owner 
has it on a short-term rental program and it is currently generating 
excellent returns. As a rental property it practically pays for itself. 

It includes prepaid bookings 
until June 2020 . As a rental 
property it practically pays 
for itself. 



Here some details of the 

- Year Built 2012 

- Built up 135 nr’ (i453 sqft.) 

- 2 Bedrooms 

- 2 Bathrooms 

- Spacious balcony 


Don't miss out on this 
opportunity and contact 
me for a viewing, 
serious inquiries will 
have a chance to review 
historical rental 
revenues. 



BestBuy 

II E A L T Y ^ 
VtiurDneain Target 



- Laundry + Storage Room 

- Assigned Parking Space 

Price: USD 695,000.00 
Al/VG 1,237,100.00 


Jenniffer Figaroa- Guzman 
(297) 699-8301 

Jenniff er@ best buy realtyaruba. corn 
www. best b u y re a it ya r u b a, co m 

LG. Smith Btod. 160 - Suite 125, Granjestad, Aruba 
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U.S. military 
academy 
athletes can 
now delay 
service, 
go pro 

By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
fense Secretary Mark Es- 
per has opened the door 
for athletes at the nation’s 
military academies to play 
professional sports after 
they graduate, and delay 
their active-duty service. 
Esper signed a memo last 
Friday laying out the new 
guidelines, which says the 
athletes must get approval 
from the defense secre¬ 
tary, and it requirea them 
to eventually fulfill their mili¬ 
tary obligation or repay the 
costs of their education. 
The memo, obtained by 
The Associated Press, 
came at the insistence of 
President Donald Trump, 
who directed the Penta¬ 
gon in June to come up 
with a way to allow ath¬ 
letes to play professional 
sports immediately upon 
graduation. Trump gave 
the Pentagon four months 
to develop the new policy. 
Allowing athletes to de¬ 
lay service has been a 
hotly debated issue. The 
Obama administration put 
a policy in place allowing 
some athletes to go to the 
pros and defer their military 
service. 

That policy allowed Navy 
quarterback Keenan 
Reynolds to be drafted by 
the Baltimore Ravens in 
the sixth round of the 2016 
draft after completing a 
four-year run with the Mid¬ 
shipmen. But the year after 
he went pro, the Defense 
Department rescinded the 
policy. 


Continued on Page 23 
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Jd^Aorant|lifts!Qrizzlies 
Hornets wit|fe,eijavup ( 


Memphis Grizzlies guard Ja Morant, second from left, drives past Charlotte Hornets' Cody Zeller, left, Cody Martin and Charlotte 
Hornets forward Miles Bridges, right, to hit the game-winning shot in the second half of an NBA basketball game in Charlotte, N.C., 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019. Memphis won 119-117. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 
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Federer beats Djokovic to reach semis at ATP Finals 


LONDON (AP) — Roger Fe¬ 
derer finally found a way to 
put Novak Djokovic away, 
beating his rival 6-4, 6-3 
Thursday to reach the semi¬ 
finals of the ATP Finals. 

It was Federer's first win 
over Djokovic since 2015, 
having lost their last five 
meetings - including that 
epic five-set Wimbledon 
final in July when the Serb 
saved two match points. 
This was their first match 
since then, but had little of 
the same drama as Djokov¬ 
ic gave up three cheap 
service breaks and Federer 
gave him no chance to 
get back in the match. 

The whole thing lasted just 
1 hour, 13 minutes and 
ended with Djokovic being 
broken at love. 

"I played incredible, and 
I knew I had to, because 
that’s what Novak does," 
Federer said. "I was able to 
produce, it was definitely 
magical." 

The result means Djokovic 
was eliminated with a 1-2 
record in the group stage, 
and ensures that Rafael 
Nadal will keep hold of the 
year-end No. 1 ranking. 
Djokovic had a chance to 
overtake Nadal and equal 
Pete Sampras' record of 
finishing the year as No. 1 
for a sixth time by winning 
the tournament. 

In a match between two 
players with a combined 
36 Grand Slam titles and 11 
ATP Finals championships, 
Djokovic was also broken 
at love in his second service 
game after double-faulting 
twice and hitting two shots 
into the net. 

Federer faced his only 
break point at 2-1 in the 
second set but held and 
then broke for a 3-2 lead. 
He finished the match 
with just five unforced er¬ 
rors, and that included two 
double-faults. 

"There was a lot riding on 
the match, and I came out 
and I think I served great, I 
had great anticipation, a 
clear game plan," Federer 
said. "It worked to perfec¬ 
tion tonight, and hopefully 
not the last time against 
Novak." Earlier, Matteo Ber- 
rettini made sure to leave 
the tournament with a vic¬ 
tory by beating Dominic 
Thiem 7-6 (3), 6-3. 


That match was essentially 
meaningless as Thiem had 
already qualified for the 
semifinals after winning his 
first two round-robin match¬ 
es, while Berrettini had no 
chance of advancing after 
two losses. 

Thiem didn’t play any¬ 
where near as well as in 
his wins over Federer and 
Djokovic but came from a 
break down to force a tie¬ 
breaker in the first set. How¬ 
ever, Berrettini raced out to 
a 6-1 lead in the tiebreaker 
and converted his third set 
point with an ace. 

In the second set, the Ital¬ 
ian broke for a 4-2 lead 
and served out the match 
at love, sealing the win with 
a forehand drop shot. 
Berrettini surprised manyjust 
by qualifying for the year- 
end event for the world's 


top eight players, and said 
he enjoyed the experience 
despite the early exit. 

"It was a great week," Ber¬ 
rettini said. "For sure being 
here wasn't a goal at the 
beginning of the year. ... 
It's just crazy that it hap¬ 
pened." 

After hitting 50 winners in 
his three-set victory over 
Djokovic on Tuesday, Thiem 
finished with just 13 in this 
match. "Of course I felt a lit¬ 
tle bit the two first matches, 
and then also it's a bit of a 
tricky situation to know that 
I'm already through," the 
Austrian said. "Of course 
I was still trying to win that 
match 100%, but also, in 
the same time, I knew in my 
head that I have to take 
care for Saturday, because 
obviously it's the way more 
important match there.'Q 



Roger Federer of Switzerland returns to Novak Djokovic of Serbia 
during their ATP World Tour Finals singles tennis match at the 02 
Arena in London, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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James Harden scores 47 points. Rockets beat Clippers 



Houston Rockets' James Harden (13) goes up for a shot as LA Clippers' Kawhi Leonard (2) defends 
during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019, in Houston. The 
Rockets won 102-93. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 

James Harden scored 47 
points and the Houston 
Rockets outlasted the Clip¬ 
pers 102-93 in a wild game 
that saw Los Angeles coach 
Doc Rivers ejected in the 
fourth quarter Wednesday 
night. 

Houston was up by two 
with about two minutes left 
when former Rocket Pat¬ 
rick Beverley fouled out. 
Harden made both free 
throws before grabbing a 
rebound on the other end 
and hitting a 3 to make it 
95-88. 

Beverley was given a tech¬ 
nical foul during a timeout 
after the play and Harden 
hit the two free throws. 
Rivers was then given two 
technical fouls and eject¬ 
ed to the delight of son 
Austin Rivers, the Houston 
guard who laughed and 
signaled for the officials to 
T-up his father. Doc Rivers 
spent several more sec¬ 
onds screaming at the ref¬ 
erees before slowly walking 
across the court and to the 
locker room. 

Harden made both free 
throws before JaMychal 
Green made a 3 for Los An¬ 
geles. 

But Harden stole the ball 
from Kawhi Leonard, and 
Tyson Chandler made a re¬ 
verse dunk with 37 seconds 
left to make it 100-91. 

Russell Westbrook added 
17 points to help the Rock¬ 
ets win their fifth straight 
game. Clint Capela had 
12 points and 20 rebounds 
before going to the locker 
room with about 4 1/2 min¬ 
utes remaining after taking 
a blow to the face fighting 
for a rebound. Leonard led 


Los Angeles with 26 points, 
12 rebounds and seven as¬ 
sists. 

LAKERS 120, WARRIORS 94 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — LeB- 
ron James had 23 points 
and 12 assists in three quar¬ 
ters, Kyle Kuzma added 22 
points starting for Anthony 
Davis, and Los Angeles 
rolled past Golden State. 
The Lakers improved their 
NBA-best record to 9-2. 
Davis sat out because of 
a sore right shoulder after 
playing the night before in 
a victory at Phoenix. 

JaVale McGee added 18 
points and 17 rebounds for 
Los Angeles. 

Former Laker D’Angelo 
Russell scored 21 points for 
Golden State. The Warriors 
have lost five in a row to 
drop to 2-10. 

CELTICS 140, WIZARDS 133 


BOSTON (AP) — Kemba 
Walker scored 25 points 
and Boston won its ninth 
straight, overcoming 44 
points from Bradley Beal to 
beat Washington. 

Jayson Tatum bounced 
back from a historically 
bad shooting night with 23 
points, Jaylen Brown had 22 
and Enes Kanter added 13 
points and nine rebounds. 
Boston has not lost since 
the opener at Philadelphia. 
Rui Hachimura scored 21 
points Washington, and 
former Celtics guard Isaiah 
Thomas had 18 points and 
had seven assists. The Wiz¬ 
ards have lost three straight 
and six of seven. 

RAPTORS 114, TRAIL BLAZERS 
106 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Pascal Siakam scored 36 
points, Fred VanVIeet had 


30 and Toronto beat Port¬ 
land. 

Siakam scored 13 of his 36 
points in the fourth quarter 
to help close out the Trail 
Blazers in a bounce back 
from Monday night’s loss to 
the Los Angeles Clippers. 
Rodney Hood led the Blaz¬ 
ers with 25 points. 

Damian Lillard, who en¬ 
tered Wednesday trail¬ 
ing only James Harden in 
points per game, had nine 
points in his worst outing of 
the season. He was 2 for 12 
from the field. 
TIMBERWOLVES 129, SPURS 
114 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — An¬ 
drew Wiggins had 30 points 
on 12-for-23 shooting and 
Minnesota handed the San 
Antonio its third straight loss. 
Karl-Anthony Towns scored 
28 points and grabbed 11 


rebounds, giving Minne¬ 
sota’s maximum-contract 
duo a third consecutive 
game with 25-plus points 
apiece. Towns and Wig¬ 
gins are the only team¬ 
mates in the NBA averag¬ 
ing more than 25 points 
per game. Wiggins added 
eight rebounds and seven 
rebounds,. 

DeMar DeRozan had 27 
points and LaMarcus Al¬ 
dridge added 23 points for 
San Antonio. 

MAGIC 112, 76ERS 97 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 
Nikola Vucevic had 25 
points and 12 rebounds 
and Orlando used a big 
fourth quarter to beat Phil¬ 
adelphia. 

Aaron Gordon added 18 
points and 13 rebounds, 
and D.J. Augustin had 12 
points and eight assists. 

Josh Richardson led the 
76ers with 19 points, and 
Ben Simmons added 18 
points, eight rebounds and 
five assists. 76ers center Joel 
Embiid sat out because of 
a sore left knee. 

GRIZZLIES 119, HORNETS 117 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Rookie Ja Morant scored 
on a driving left-handed la¬ 
yup with 0.7 seconds left to 
lift Memphis. 

In his first NBA game in the 
Carolinas, Morant had his 
first double-double with 23 
points and 11 assists to help 
the Grizzlies win consecu¬ 
tive games for the first time 
this season. The South Car¬ 
olina native was 10 of 15 
from the field. 

Jonas Valanciunas added 
18 points and 13 rebounds. 
Terry Rozier tied a career- 
high with 33 points on sev¬ 
en 3-points for CharlotteO 


Atlanta Falcons owner to donate $6.8M for international aid 



ATLANTA (AP) — The billion¬ 
aire owner of the Atlanta 
Falcons is making his first 
major drive into interna¬ 
tional philanthropy. 

The Arthur M. Blank Family 
Foundation is expected to 
announce Thursday that 
it's donating $6.8 million to 
the aid group CARE. The 
money will fund efforts to 
avert humanitarian crises 
abroad and support a vil¬ 
lage savings program in 
Africa. 


The foundation has helped 
numerous charities in At¬ 
lanta and elsewhere in the 
U.S. since its founding in 
1995. The CARE grant is its 
first large-scale internation¬ 
al project. 

Blank — a co-founder of 
Home Depot Inc. — bought 
the Falcons football team in 
2002 and also owns the At¬ 
lanta United soccer team. 
His family and foundation 
have donated more than 
$400 million to charities, ac¬ 


cording to the foundation’s 
website. 

Blank said in an email that 
the CARE grant is a “natu¬ 
ral extension” of the foun¬ 
dation’s work. 

“The challenges being ad¬ 
dressed by our Family Foun¬ 
dation — poverty, human 
rights, climate change — 
are global,” he said. The 
programs serve nearly 7.6 
million people in 51 coun¬ 
tries, most of them women, 
according to CARE.Q 







SPORTS I * 21 


FRIDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2019 


NFL says 11 teams 
have signed up for 
Kaepernick’s audition 



Washington Capitals' Brendan Leipsic (28) scores a goal against Philadelphia Flyers' Carter Hart 
(79) during the first period of an NHL hockey game, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019, in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 

NHL-leading Caps top 
Flyers 2-1 in a shotout 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

NFL said Thursday that 11 
teams have committed to 
attending Colin Kaeper¬ 
nick’s workout in Atlanta 
this weekend and that 
more teams are expected 
to attend the former NFL 
quarterback's audition. 

The league also an¬ 
nounced that two former 
NFL head coaches will be 
in attendance: Hue Jack- 
son, who will lead the drills, 
and Joe Philbin. 

The NFL said it will send vid¬ 
eo of the workout and in¬ 
terview to all 32 of its teams, 
including head coaches 
and general managers. 

The teams that have 
RSVP’d so far are: fhe Ari¬ 
zona Cardinals, Atlanta 
Falcons, Cleveland Browns, 
Denver Broncos, Detroit Li¬ 
ons, Miami Dolphins, New 
England Patriots, New York 
Giants, New York Jets, Tam¬ 
pa Bay Buccaneers and 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
fense Secretary Mark Esper 
has issued new guidelines 
that will allow athletes at¬ 
tending the nation's military 
academies to seek waivers 
to delay their service and 
play professional sports im¬ 
mediately upon their grad¬ 
uation. 

A memo signed Friday by 
Esper requires athletes go¬ 
ing pro to get approval 
from the defense secretary. 
It says they must eventually 
fulfill their military obligation 
or repay the cost of their 



In this Oct. 11, 2018, file pho¬ 
to, former NFL football quar¬ 
terback Colin Kaepernick 
smiles on stage during W.E.B. 
Du Bois Medal ceremonies at 
Harvard University, in Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. 

Associated Press 

Washington Redskins. 
Kaepernick hasn't played 
since 2016 with the San 
Francisco 49ers. He helped 
start a wave of protests 
about social and racial 
injustice that season by 
kneeling during the nation¬ 
al anthem at gamesO 


college education. 

The memo was obtained 
by The Associated Press. 
President Donald Trump 
directed the Pentagon in 
May to come up with a 
way to allow athletes to 
play professional sports im¬ 
mediately upon gradua¬ 
tion. 

The Pentagon in 2018 re¬ 
scinded a policy allowing 
athletes from the service 
academies to go straight 
to the pros. Then-Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis ar¬ 
gued that the academies 
exist to train officers. □ 


By The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 

T.J. Oshie and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov scored in a 
shootout to lift the Wash¬ 
ington Capitals over the 
Philadelphia Flyers 2-1 on 
Wednesday night. 

Brendan Leipsic had a 
goal in the first period and 
Braden Holtby made 30 
saves for the Capitals, who 
extended their point streak 
to 13 games (11-0-2) and 
increased their NHL-best 
total to 32 points. 

Claude Giroux scored a 
power-play goal in the 
third period for the Flyers 
(10-5-3), who had won four 
straight. Philadelphia has 
earned at least one point in 
seven consecutive games 
(5-0-2). 

Carter Hart had 35 saves, 
including several late 
highlight-reel stops, but 
the 21-year-old netminder 
couldn’t stop either Wash¬ 
ington attempt in the 
shootout. 

ISLANDERS 5, MAPLE LEAFS 
4 

UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP) — 
Anthony Beauvillier scored 
twice, Derick Brassard had 
a goal and two assists, and 
the streaking New York Is¬ 
landers held off Toronto. 
Semyon Varlamov made 
23 saves and the Island¬ 
ers earned a point for the 


13th straight game (12-0-1). 
Mathew Barzal had a goal 
and an assist. 

Kasperi Kapanen, William 
Nylander, Justin Holl and 
John Tavares scored for To¬ 
ronto in its third straight loss. 
Frederik Andersen had 25 
saves in the Maple Leafs’ 
second game since losing 
Mitchell Marner for at least 
four weeks due to a high 
ankle sprain. 

SENATORS 4, DEVILS 2 
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Jean- 
Gabriel Pageau scored 
a hat track, including the 
go-ahead goal with 2:01 
to play, and Ottawa rallied 
in the third period to beat 
New Jersey. 

Mark Borowiechi tied the 
game with 6:30 to go, and 
Pageau got the winner 
when he put the rebound 
of a shot off the post by 
Nick Paul into an open net. 
Pageau finished off his first 
regular-season hat trick 
with 26 seconds left on a 
shot into an empty net. He 
has eight goals in his last six 
games. 

Craig Anderson made 21 
saves for the Senators, in¬ 
cluding a breakaway stop 
on Taylor Hall midway 
through the third period 
with the Devils ahead 2-1. 
Will Butcher and Wayne 
Simmonds scored for New 
Jersey, which returned 


from a five-game road 
trip. Mackenzie Blackwood 
stopped 21 shots. 

BLACKHAWKS 5, GOLDEN 
KNIGHTS 3 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Erik Gus- 
tafsson scored his first goal 
of the season, Corey Craw¬ 
ford made 39 saves and 
Chicago beat Vegas for 
the first time. 

Patrick Kane, Calvin de 
Haan, Kirby Dach and 
Dylan Strome also scored 
for the Blackhawks. Craw¬ 
ford, who improved to 
2-0-2 in his last four games, 
entered 0-3-0 versus Vegas 
with a 5.38 goals-against 
average and .859 save 
percentage. 

William Carrier, William 
Karlsson and Nate Schmidt 
scored for the Golden 
Knights against a team 
they'd dominated since 
entering the NHL in 2017. 
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
21 shots. 

STARS 3, FLAMES 1 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Joe Pavelski scored twice, 
including an empty-net 
goal, and the resurgent 
Dallas Stars defeated Cal¬ 
gary. 

Calgary native Justin Dowl¬ 
ing's first NHL goal was the 
winner for Dallas, which is 
8-1-1 after stumbling to a 
1-7-1 start this season. Ben 
Bishop made 24 saves.Q 


f 


facebook 


U.S. military academy 
athletes can now delay 
service, go pro 














FRIDAY 15 NOVEMBER 


DISPORTS 



Astros’ Verlander, Mets’ deGrom 
win 2nd Cy Young Awards 


In this July 24, 2019, file photo, Houston Astros starting pitcher 
Justin Verlander, above, throws to an Oakland Athletics batter 
during a baseball game in Houston; and in this Sept. 9, 2019, 
file photo. New York Mets starting pitcher Jacob deGrom, be¬ 
low, winds up during the first inning of the team's baseball game 
against the Arizona Diamondbacks in New York. 

Associated Press 



NEW YORK (AP) — Justin 
Verlander has a second AL 
Cy Young Award — and a 
clear path paved toward 


Cooperstown. 

Verlander beat out Hous¬ 
ton Astros teammate Ger- 
rit Cole in balloting by the 


Baseball Writers' Associa¬ 
tion of America revealed 
Wednesday night. Verland¬ 
er got 17 first-place votes to 
13 for Cole, who became a 
free agent after the sea¬ 
son. 

Mets ace Jacob deGrom 
won the NL prize for the 
second straight year. He 
received 29 of 30 first-place 
votes, becoming the 11th 
pitcher to win Cy Youngs 
in consecutive years. He 
and Verlander are the 20th 
and 21st players to win the 
award multiple times. 

The 36-year-old Verlander 
won his first Cy Young in 
2011 with Detroit, when 
he was also named MVP. 
Since then, he’d been a 
runner-up three times. 

“The adversity I went 
through puts a new per¬ 
spective on everything,” he 
said. “I mean, still would’ve 
liked to have won a couple 
of them.” 

Verlander continued a 
marvelous second act to 
his career since a 2017 
trade from Detroit to Hous¬ 
ton. He led the majors with 
21 victories and padded 


his Hall of Fame resume by 
getting his 3,000th strikeout 
in his final start of the regu¬ 
lar season. He also reached 
300 punchouts in a season 
for the first time. 

Verlander no-hit Toronto on 
Sept. 1, becoming the sixth 
pitcher with three no-hitters 
in a career. He joined a 
group that includes Hall of 
Famers Nolan Ryan, Sandy 
Koufax, Bob Feller and Cy 
Young, along with 1880s 
pitcher Larry Corcoran. 
Forget about slowing down 
— Verlander’s goal this 
offseason is to add veloc¬ 
ity to his top-end fastball. 
He’s thinking about using 
weighted balls and other 
new-age throwing tech¬ 
niques. 

“I will always try to push the 
boundaries of what I can 
do,” Verlander said. “If my 
body says, ‘Hold on, you 
can’t do that anymore,’ 
then I’ll pull back.” 

The case between Ver¬ 
lander and Cole was tight. 
Cole had more strikeouts 
(326) and a lower ERA 
(2.50), but Verlander threw 
10 2/3 more innings and 


won more games. They are 
the first set of teammates 
to finish 1-2 in AL voting — 
it’s happened five times in 
the NL. Verlander and Cole 
pitched Houston to the 
World Series, where Cole 
continued to dominate 
while Verlander faltered. 
The right-hander lost twice 
to the champion Washing¬ 
ton Nationals — a letdown 
not factored in voting that 
concluded before the 
postseason began. 

He’s hoping to take anoth¬ 
er run at a title — with Cole 
— next season. 

"I know that Gerrit had a 
great time playing here 
and I know he would like 
to return, if possible," Ver¬ 
lander said. “But that is now 
on Gerrit and his family and 
people above me.” 

Tampa Bay Rays righty 
Charlie Morton finished 
third a year after leaving 
Houston in free agency. 
DeGrom is in special com¬ 
pany as a repeat NL win¬ 
ner, joining Koufax, Greg 
Maddux, Randy Johnson, 
Tim Lincecum, Clayton Ker¬ 
shaw and Max Scherzer. □ 



Celtics F Hayward: Latest injury ‘frustrating’ 



Injured Boston Celtics player Gordon Hayward watches from 
the bench during the second quarter of the team's NBA basket¬ 
ball game against the Washington Wizards on Wednesday, Nov. 
13, 2019, in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — Boston 
Celtics forward Gordon 
Hayward said he considers 
it “relatively good news” 
that his latest injury is only 
expected to keep him out 
for six weeks, even though it 
struck just as he was return¬ 
ing to form from the broken 
leg that cost him almost a 
full season. 

“It's a drop in the bucket, 
for sure," Hayward said on 
Wednesday night before 
watching from the bench 
in street clothes as Boston 
beat the Wizards 140-133. 
“Just happy that it shouldn’t 
be that long. Obviously 
frustrated. It sucks watch¬ 
ing and not being able to 
go out there and play, es¬ 
pecially with the start that 
we’ve had.” 

Hayward broke his hand 
when he collided with La- 
Marcus Aldridge in Satur¬ 


day night’s game against 
the San Antonio Spurs. The 
Boston forward had surgery 
Monday. 

“You always think about 
the worst-case scenario, 
and certainly on the play I 
didn’t know exactly what 
happened,” he said. “But 


I heard it, and felt it and 
knew something immedi¬ 
ately was wrong.” 

Hayward missed all but 
five minutes of the 2017- 
18 season after breaking 
his leg in the first quarter of 
the opener. The gruesome 
injury left his teammates 


looking away in horror, and 
Hayward took a year or so 
before he was even willing 
to watch it on videotape. 
But this one he watched 
right away — if only to see 
what went wrong. 

“When you watch it in slow 
motion, it’s like ‘What hap¬ 
pened?’ Like, I don’t think 
anything even should have 
happened. It doesn’t look 
like it’s that bad at all,” he 
said. “It was just a random 
play. Sometimes that’s bas¬ 
ketball.” 

Hayward, 29, returned 
last season and played in 
72 games, most of them 
off the bench, and aver¬ 
aged 11.5 points and 4.5 
rebounds — far short of his 
numbers before the injury. 
He had been closer to his 
peak performance in the 
first seven games this sea¬ 
son, averaging 19 points, 
four assists and a career- 
high seven rebounds be¬ 


fore the latest injury. 

“Yeah, it’s frustrating. 
There's no doubt about 
it,” he said. “Felt like we 
were building some good 
momentum as a team, as 
well as me individually. So 
the timing of it, definitely 
frustrating. All things con¬ 
sidered, I think it's not that 
bad.” 

Another difference be¬ 
tween his last injury and this 
one is that Hayward will be 
able to run and maintain 
his conditioning while he 
waits for his hand to heal. 
Last time, he was forced to 
shoot baskets from a chair, 
and practice picking things 
up with his toes to regain his 
dexterity. 

Hayward said the doctors 
put a pin and a plate in his 
hand, which will make it 
stronger and help him heal 
faster. He isn’t sure on his 
timetable to begin shoot¬ 
ing again. □ 
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Postseason golf about entertainment, not about fair 



In this Nov. 19, 2006 file photo Julieta Granada, of Paraguay, 
stands next to her trophy as she holds a box of money after 
winning the LPGA ADT Championship at the Trump International 
Golf Club in West Palm Beach, Fla. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

Scott McCarron has been 
in position for a $1 million 
payoff twice in his career 
under vastly different cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The first occasion was in 
2002 in the final of the 
Match Play Championship 
at La Costa when he stood 
over an 8-foot putt to ex¬ 
tend the 36-hole match 
against Kevin Sutherland 
and turned away in shock 
when it caught the left lip. 
The other was Sunday, 
when he was in the club¬ 
house at Phoenix Country 
Club, feeling more stress 
than if he were playing. He 
thought the $1 million bo¬ 
nus for the Charles Schwab 
Cup was gone when Retief 
Goosen stood over a 4-foot 
birdie putt to win, only to 
miss. He was in shock when 
Jeff Maggert holed out 
from 123 yards for eagle to 
win the playoff and hand 
the season points race on 
the PGA Tour Champions 
to McCarron. 

"One of the most incred¬ 
ible shots that has ever af¬ 
fected me that I didn't hit," 
McCarron said. 


It was the second straight 
year that the great shots 
belonged to the last guy 
on the course while the big 
check belonged to the guy 
watching from the club¬ 
house. Vijay Singh's victory 
in 2018 gave the Schwab 
Cup to Bernhard Longer. 
This is what the PGA Tour 
was trying to avoid when it 
made a radical change to 
the FedEx Cup finale. 

The tour didn't want anoth¬ 
er scene like Justin Thomas 
trying to celebrate a $10 
million bonus while stewing 
inside over finishing second 
in the 2017 Tour Champion¬ 
ship to Xander Schauffele, 
or the awkward ceremony 
in 2009 when Tiger Woods 
became the first player 
to capture the FedEx Cup 
twice — after finishing sec¬ 
ond to Phil Mickelson at 
East Lake. "I'm sure I would 
probably be more happy 
tomorrow than I am right 
now," Woods said. 

So it switched to a format 
that gave a head start 
based on a player's position 
in the standings — 10-under 
par for Thomas as the No. 1 
seed, even par for the last 
five players in the 30-man 


field. That gave everyone a 
chance, with higher prob¬ 
abilities for the top players. 
Two weeks ago in China, 
when Rory Mcllroy was talk¬ 
ing about trying to avoid 
slow starts, he was asked 
for an example. "I was five 
shots behind at the Tour 
Championship before it 
even started," he said with 
a laugh. 

It worked out well — this 
year. Mcllroy won by four 


shots on the tournament 
leaderboard, which in¬ 
cluded how many under 
par he was at the start. He 
won the real tournament 
by three shots. There was 
no debate. 

There will be at some point. 
It's inevitable. 

Next up is the LPGA Tour, 
which might be the most 
radical of all because it is 
the simplest to follow. Six¬ 
ty players have qualified 


for the CME Group Tour 
Championship based on 
points earned all season. 
Once they get to Tiburon 
Golf Club in Naples, Florida, 
whoever wins the tourna¬ 
ment wins the Race to the 
CME Globe and the $1.5 
million in official money, the 
richest payoff in the history 
of women's golf. 

The best player? That's al¬ 
ready been decided. 

Jin Young Ko has won four 
times, more than anyone, 
and two of them were 
majors. She already has 
clinched LPGA player of 
the year, based on points. 
Ko has earned more than 
$2.7 million and leads the 
money list by $721,791 over 
Jeongeun Lee6. 

Throw all of that out at the 
Tour Championship. It's 
all or nothing, depending 
on who has the best four 
days. There is no advan¬ 
tage, no matter how slight, 
with points being reset or a 
manufactured score to par 
before the first shot is struck. 
And because the money 
is official, anyone from the 
top 10 has a mathematical 
chance to win and cap¬ 
ture the money title.O 



In this Nov. 6, 2019, file photo, U.S. Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper talks to the media with Qatar Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Khalid Al Attiyah at the Pentagon in Wash¬ 
ington. 

Associated Press 


Then-Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis, in an April 2017 
memo, said that the ser¬ 
vice academies "exist to 
develop future officers," 
and that graduates would 
serve as "full-fledged mili¬ 
tary officers carrying out 
the normal work and 
career expectations" of 
someone who received an 
education at the taxpay¬ 
ers' expense. 

Earlier this year, however, 
Trump said he was consid¬ 
ering allowing athletes to 
get a waiver so they could 
play pro sports. He made 
the announcement during 
a Rose Garden ceremony 
in May when he presented 
the Commander-in-Chief's 
Trophy to the football team 
of the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy at West Point. The 
Army Black Knights com¬ 
pleted an 11-2 season and 
earned the trophy for the 
second consecutive year. 
He issued the order in June, 
saying that athletes gradu¬ 
ating from the academies 
and Reserve Officers' Train¬ 


ing Corps should be able 
to defer their military ser¬ 
vice obligations due to the 
"short window of time" they 
have to "take advantage 
of their athletic talents dur¬ 
ing which playing profes¬ 
sional sports is realistically 
possible." 

In the new memo, Esper 
says that military service 
secretaries can nominate 
an athlete for a waiver af¬ 
ter determining there “is a 
strong expectation that a 
Military Service Academy 
cadet or midshipman's fu¬ 
ture professional sports em¬ 
ployment will provide the 
DoD with significant favor¬ 
able media exposure likely 
to enhance national level 
recruiting or public affairs 
missions.” 

If approved by the defense 
secretary, the athlete must 
agree to return to the mili¬ 
tary and serve their enlist¬ 
ment time, which is usually 
five years. While in the pro 
sports job, the athlete’s 
waiver would be reviewed 
every year. 


If the athletes can’t pass 
required medical stan¬ 
dards when it is time to 
rejoin the military, then 
they are “encouraged” 
to serve in a civilian post 
within the department for 
no less than five years, ac¬ 
cording to Esper's memo. If 
they choose not to do that 
they would be subject to 
repayment of their school 
expenses. 

It wasn’t clear Thursday 
what impact Esper's new 
policy will have on the fate 
of Noah Song, a pitcher 
from the U.S. Naval Acad¬ 
emy. Song, 22, was the 
fourth-round draft pick this 
year of the Boston Red Sox, 
so he is not covered by 
the new memo. The right¬ 
hander was going to pitch 
for short-season Lowell dur¬ 
ing the summer before re¬ 
porting for duty this month 
to train as a flight officer. 
Several Navy football play¬ 
ers have gone on to have 
success in the NFL, most 
notably 1963 Heisman Tro¬ 
phy winner Roger Stau- 


bach, a quarterback for 
the Midshipmen from 1962- 
64. After serving a tour of 
duty in Vietnam, he joined 
the Dallas Cowboys in 1969 
and guided the team to a 
pair of Super Bowl victories. 
Another Heisman Trophy 
winner, Glenn Davis of 
Army in 1946, was a first- 
round draft pick of the De¬ 
troit Lions but had to serve 
three years in the Army be¬ 


fore making his NFL debut 
with Detroit in 1950. 

In addition, receiver Phil 
McConkey played for 
Navy from 1975-78, then 
served for five years before 
the New York Giants made 
him a 27-year-old rookie in 
1984. He caught a touch¬ 
down pass in the Super 
Bowl for New York and re¬ 
mained in the NFL through 
19890 
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New Jersey seeks $640M from Uber for misclassifying workers 



In this Friday, Aug. 16, 2019 file photo, the logo for Uber appears above a trading post on the floor 
of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


Amazon appeals $10B Pentagon 
contract won by Microsoft 



This combination of file photos shows the logos for Amazon, top, 
and Microsoft. . Amazon is protesting the Pentagon's decision 
to award a huge cloud-computing contract to Microsoft, citing 
“unmistakable bias” in the decision. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CATALINI and 
CATHY BUSSEWITZ 
The Associated Press 
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — New 

Jersey is seeking more than 
$640 million from Uber in 
taxes and penalties, saying 
the ride-hailing company 
misclassified its drivers as in¬ 
dependent contractors. 
The decision is the latest 
setback for Uber and other 
companies in the so-called 
“gig economy” that rely 
heavily on contract labor 
to deliver the services at 
the heart of their popular 
apps. 

Worker advocates say that 
job classification hurts the 
laborers and the states 
where they live, which miss 
out on tax revenues. 

New Jersey’s labor depart¬ 
ment told Uber it, along 
with its subsidiary Rosier, 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Amazon is protesting the 
Pentagon’s decision to 
award a $10 billion cloud¬ 
computing contract to 
Microsoft, citing “unmistak¬ 
able bias” in the process. 
Amazon’s competitive bid 
for the “war cloud” project 
drew criticism from Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and its 
business rivals. The project, 
formally called the Joint En¬ 
terprise Defense Infrastruc¬ 
ture, or JEDI, pitted lead¬ 
ing tech titans Microsoft, 
Amazon, Oracle and IBM 
against one another 
In a statement Thursday, 
Amazon said that “numer¬ 
ous aspects” of the bidding 
process involved “clear de¬ 
ficiencies, errors, and un¬ 
mistakable bias.” It did not 
elaborate. 

Amazon added that “it’s 
important that these mat¬ 
ters be examined and rec¬ 
tified.” Microsoft did not im¬ 
mediately respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment. A De¬ 
fense Department spokes¬ 
woman would only say that 
the Pentagon won’t specu¬ 
late on potential litigation. 
JEDI will store and process 
vast amounts of classified 
data, allowing the U.S. mili¬ 
tary to use artificial intelli¬ 


gence to speed up its war 
planning and fighting ca¬ 
pabilities. 

Amazon was long thought 
to be the front-runner in the 
competition for the huge 
military contract. Its Ama¬ 
zon Web Services division is 
far ahead of second-place 
Microsoft in cloud comput¬ 
ing, and Amazon has expe¬ 


rience handling highly clas¬ 
sified government data. 

It survived earlier legal chal¬ 
lenges after the Defense 
Department eliminated ri¬ 
val bidders Oracle and IBM 
and whittled the competi¬ 
tion down to the two Seat¬ 
tle area tech giants before 
choosing Microsoft in late 
October.Q 


owes $523 million in over¬ 
due taxes form the last four 
years and is also facing 
fines and interest of $119 
million, according to letters 
from the department that 
were first reported Thursday 
by Bloomberg Law. 

Uber disputed the state’s 
findings. “We are challeng¬ 
ing this preliminary but in¬ 
correct determination, be¬ 
cause drivers are indepen¬ 
dent contractors in New 
Jersey and elsewhere,” the 
San Francisco-based com¬ 
pany said in a statement. 
The move was hailed as a 
victory by those pushing for 
better working conditions 
for Uber's drivers. Many of 
Uber's workers are part- 
time, but others work long 
hours and rely on ride-hail¬ 
ing as their sole source of 
income. 

“I have clients who are 
Uber drivers that are sleep¬ 
ing in their cars because 
they cannot afford the ba¬ 
sic necessities, they can’t 
afford a place to live,” said 
Shannon Liss-Riordan, part¬ 
ner at Lichten & Liss-Rior- 
dan, who has represented 
drivers in the employment 
classification cases. “That’s 
not acceptable.” 

New Jersey has among the 
strictest tests for determin¬ 
ing whether a worker quali¬ 
fies as an independent 
contractor. To be consid¬ 
ered an independent con¬ 
tractor requires meeting all 
three prongs of a test set up 


under state law, including 
that the services performed 
fall outside the employer's 
usual course of business. 
Worker classification is im¬ 
portant because taxpayers 
foot the bill for unemploy¬ 
ment or disability insur¬ 
ance when independent 
contractors file for benefits, 
said Robert Asaro-Angelo, 
New Jersey's labor com¬ 
missioner, in a statement. 
“This defiance of the law 
puts honest business own¬ 
ers at an unfair disadvan¬ 
tage,” he said. 

The New Jersey Depart¬ 
ment of Labor and Work¬ 
force Development de¬ 
clined to discuss the case 
or say whether it is seeking 
similar restitution from Lyft 
or other gig economy com¬ 
panies. Lyft, which is also 
based in San Francisco, de¬ 
clined to comment. 

But Wall Street reacted, 
with stocks extending their 
downward spiral. 

Uber’s shares closed Thurs¬ 
day at down 72 cents, or 
2.7%, at $25.99. Lyft shed 
$1.38, or 3.2%, to $41.92. 
Both stocks are 42% below 
their initial public offering 
prices from earlier this year. 
The threat of classifying 
workers as employees is the 
single biggest worry among 
investors in companies such 
as Uber and Lyft, said Dan 
Ives, managing director at 
Wedbush Securities. Many 
thought the threat could 
materialize eventually but 
weren’t expecting it within 
months of the companies' 
IPO. “It adds the black 
clouds over Uber, Lyft and 
the overall gig economy, 
as their business models 
were built on contractors," 
Ives said. “It's an absolute 
nightmare scenario that 
continues to plague the 
gig economy stocks.” 
California, which repre¬ 
sents Uber and Lyft’s largest 
source of revenue, passed 
a law requiring companies 
such as Uber and Lyft to 
classify drivers as employ¬ 
ees instead of independent 
contractors, which would 
give them protections such 
as minimum wage, health 
benefits and the ability to 
unionize. That law is set to 
go into effect Jan. 1, but 
Uber and Lyft have been 
pushing for a carve-outO 
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These employers chip in on your student loans 



In this March 14, 2019, file photo people walk on the Stanford University campus in Santa Clara, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


By RYAN LANE 
Associated Press 

Trilogy Health Services, a 
Louisville, Kentucky-based 
operator of senior living 
facilities, has paid $100 a 
month toward each eligi¬ 
ble worker’s student loans 
over the past four years. Its 
total outlay: roughly $3 mil- 
lion.That money has made 
a big difference for Trilogy's 
nurses, therapists and staff, 
says Todd Schmiedeler , 
the company’s senior vice 
president of foundation 
and workforce develop¬ 
ment. 

“The number of hugs I get 
around student loan re¬ 
payment is unbelievable," 
Schmiedeler says. 

It’s no surprise workers ap¬ 
preciate the help: With 
outstanding student loans 
reaching $1.5 trillion, it pays 
to work for an employer 
that offers repayment as¬ 
sistance. 

Here’s how different com¬ 
panies help employees 
deal with student debt. 

CLINTON COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 


In Clinton County, Iowa, eli¬ 
gible teachers can receive 
$30 per month toward their 
loans. That increases to $60 
if they live in the city of Clin¬ 
ton or an eligible neighbor¬ 
ing city, and up to $90 if 


they relocated for the job 
on or after Aug. 1,2019. 
Those amounts may sound 
small, but the program uses 
taxpayer dollars. “We had 
to make the most of what 
we could do with as little in¬ 


vestment as possible,” says 
Eric Van Lancker, Clinton 
County auditor and com¬ 
missioner of elections. 

One person has hit the $90 
trifecta, says Van Lancker. 
But the program, which 


Japan’s economy slows, logging 0.2% 
annual expansion in 3Q 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan's 
economy grew at a mod¬ 
est annual pace of 0.2% in 
July-September, supported 
by consumer purchases 
ahead of a tax hike, the 
government said Thursday. 
It was the fourth straight 
quarter of expansion for 
the world’s third largest 
economy, but well below 
analysts’ forecasts. 

Exports were a drag on 
growth. Inventories also 
declined. But government 
spending helped support 
demand, expanding by 
2.4%. 

Trade tensions between 
China and the U.S. and 
between Japan and South 
Korea have weighed on 
export demand that al¬ 
ready was weakened by 
slowing global growth. 

The quarterly rate of growth 
was 0.1%, down from a re¬ 
vised 0.4% in April-June. 

An increase in the national 
sales tax to 10% from 8% 
as of Oct. 1 is expected to 


drag growth lower in the 
last quarter of this year. 

Past tax hikes have been 
followed by recessions, but 
economists say the modest 
bump in spending ahead 
of this latest increase sug¬ 
gests that spending and 
growth may not fall by as 
much this time around, said 
Stefan Angrick of Oxford 
Economics. 

However, he said, “we cau¬ 
tion against overly optimis¬ 
tic expectations for house¬ 
hold spending after the 
tax hike as wages remain 
weak. The external outlook 
also remains vulnerable.” 

In 2020, the economy is ex¬ 
pected to get a small lift 
from the Tokyo Olympics 
and Paralympics, noted 
Naoya Oshikubo of Sumito¬ 
mo Mitsui Trust Asset Man¬ 
agement. 

He said corporate invest¬ 
ments would likely also 
rise thanks to the need for 
equipment to help make 
up for shortages of labor.Q 
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In this Sept. 30, 2019, file photo, a signboard says "Consumption 
tax hike, 8 percent to 10 percent", at a mass home electronics 
retailer in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 
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launched this year, has 50 
participants overall. 

FISERV 

Fiserv, a financial services 
company headquartered 
in Brookfield, Wisconsin, is 
leveraging its existing re¬ 
ward program to tackle 
student debt. 

Employees earn points for 
great customer service, 
productivity and other pos¬ 
itive actions, says Anthony 
Marino, executive vice 
president and head of hu¬ 
man resources at Fiserv. 

All employees can ex¬ 
change points for items 
with a cash value, like gift 
cards. Some can now put 
that money toward student 
loans. 

Fiserv is piloting this feature 
with 10,000 of its 44,000 em¬ 
ployees. One-third have 
used points for their loans 
to date, says Marino. 
MONTEFIORE ST. LUKE’S 
CORNWALL 

Montefiore St. Luke's Corn¬ 
wall, a nonprofit hospital 
with campuses in New¬ 
burgh and Cornwall, New 
York, lets eligible employ¬ 
ees swap unused paid time 
off for a lump-sum loan 
payment. “This was the 
only (benefit) I’ve ever an¬ 
nounced where there was 
cheering, applause and 
people thanking us,” says 
Dan Bengyak , vice presi¬ 
dent of administrative ser¬ 
vices. 

Employees can exchange 
30 to 75 hours of paid time 
off annually, with payment 
based on hourly salary. □ 
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Mutts 



Chix 




Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 push comes 
to shove...” 

5 Pitfall 

9 Farmer’s yield 

13 Witches’ spells 

15 Corridor 

16 “Penny 
Beatles hit 

17 Up in arms 

18 Driver’s required 
purchase 

20 Nonprofit network 

21 Dog military 
ID 

23 Business 
consolidation 

24 Scrap covering a 
clothing tear 

26 Name with Ginnie 
or Fannie 

27 Gushed forth 

29 Trio & quartet 

combined 

32 _ Haute, IN 

33 Italian autos 

35 Bottom file 

drawer, perhaps 

37 “Queen for_” of 

old TV 

38 Leaves one’s car 

39 Cookie recipe 
verb 

40 Flying mammal 

41 Identical 

42 Runs 
competitively 

43_-known;not as 
famous 

45 Most immaculate 

46 _ degree; 
somewhat 

47 Word attached to 
news or sand 

48 Salesmen’s 
pitches 

51 Small number 

52 Word of disgust 

55 Large terriers 

58 Steer clear of 

60 Lump of dirt 

61 As _ as a pin 

62 Indian lute 

63 Mattel’s boy dolls 

64 Trike riders 

65 Short note 

DOWN 

1 Mixer speed 

2 Sage or thyme 
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Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 
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3 Try the patience 
of 

4 Badminton court 
divider 

5 Piece of 
chicken 

6 Galloped 

7 Gore & his dad 

8 Falls sharply & 
abruptly 

9 Red wine 

10 Chimed 

11 _ in a blue 
moon 

12 One’s equal 

14 Sofa 

19 Gathers crops 

22 Author Doyle’s 
initials 

25 Haywire 

27 Use a dagger 

28 Ride a bike 

29 For old time’s 

in honor of 
memories 

30 Make worse 

31 Little children 

33 Just; impartial 

34 Annoy 

36 Bar soap brand 


38 Agreeable 

39 Uncovered 

41 _ as the hills 

42 India’s dollars 

44 Trusty mounts 

45 Skillet 

47 Pillars 

48 Quarterback’s 
woe 


49 Stack 

50 Common 
metal 

53 Early man 

54 Rescuer 

56 Baseball’s 
Durocher 

57 Break a fast 
59 Energy 





























































































































































































































































































































































































CLASSIFIED !* 27 


FRIDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2019 


Old dogs, new tricks: 10,000 pets 
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By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — Can old 

dogs teach us new tricks? 
Scientists are looking for 
10,000 pets for the largest- 
ever study of aging in ca¬ 
nines. They hope to shed 
light on human longevity 
too. 

The project will collect a 
pile of pooch data: vet re¬ 
cords, DNA samples, gut 
microbes and information 
on food and walks. Five 
hundred dogs will test a pill 
that could slow the aging 
process. 

“What we learn will poten¬ 
tially be good for dogs and 
has great potential to trans¬ 
late to human health,” said 
project co-director Daniel 
Promislow of the University 
of Washington School of 
Medicine. 

If scientists find a genetic 
marker for a type of can¬ 
cer in dogs, for instance, 
that could be explored in 
humans. 

For the study, the dogs will 
live at home and follow 
their usual routine. All ages 
and sizes, purebreds and 
mutts are welcome. 

Owners will complete pe¬ 
riodic online surveys and 
take their dogs to the vet 
once a year, with the pos¬ 
sibility of extra visits for cer¬ 
tain tests. Their welfare will 
be monitored by a bioethi- 
cist and a panel of animal 
welfare advisers. 

To nominate a pet, own¬ 
ers can visit the Dog Aging 
Project's website. 

The five-year study was for¬ 
mally launched Thursday 
at a science meeting in 
Austin, Texas. The National 
Institute on Aging is paying 
for the $23 million project 
because dogs and hu¬ 
mans share the same en¬ 
vironment, get the same 
diseases and dogs’ shorter 
lifespans allow quicker re¬ 
search results, said deputy 
director. Dr. Marie Bernard. 
The data collected will be 
available to all scientists. 
Leslie Lambert of Parkville, 
Maryland, enrolled her 
11-year-old rescue dog, 
Oscar, in an early phase. 

“I would selfishly like to 
have him around forever,” 
said the 33-year-old veteri¬ 



In this Monday, Nov. 11, 2019 photo. University of Washington 
School of Medicine researcher Daniel Promislow, the principal 
investigator of the Dog Aging Project grant, sits with his elderly 
dog Frisbee at their home in Seattle. 

Associated Press 


narian. “Unfortunately, he 
ages much, much faster 
than I do.” 

But she’s torn by the pros¬ 
pect of an anti-aging pill 
because so many aban¬ 
doned dogs go without 
care. “Just because we 
can, should we?” 
Compared to farm dogs 
in the past, today’s pam¬ 
pered pups live longer and 
get more geriatric diseases, 
said veterinarian Dr. Kate 
Creevy of Texas A&M Uni¬ 
versity, the project’s chief 
scientific officer. 

Yet no standard measures 
exist for frailty or prognosis 
in sick, aged dogs, Creevy 
said. The project will devel¬ 
op those tools. 

One dog year is roughly 
equal to seven human 
years, Creevy said, but 
that varies by breed. Large 
dogs have shorter lifespans 


than smaller dogs. A Great 
Dane’s lifespan is about 
half that of a toy poodle’s. 
That makes large dogs bet¬ 
ter test subjects for the pill. 
Dogs weighing at least 40 
pounds will be eligible for 
an experiment with rapa- 
mycin, now taken by hu¬ 
mans to prevent rejection 
of transplanted kidneys. 
The drug has extended 
lifespan in mice. A small 
safety study in dogs found 
no dangerous side effects, 
said project co-director 
Matt Kaeberlein of the Uni¬ 
versity of Washington. 
Human devotion to dogs 
drives projects like this, the 
scientists said. Owners will 
gladly fill out surveys, send 
records and submit a pup’s 
poop for analysis if they 
think it will help all dogs live 
longer, even if it won’t help 
their pet.Q 
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U.S. superbug infections rising, but deaths are falling 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Drug- 
resistant “superbug” infec¬ 
tions have been called a 
developing nightmare that 
could set medicine back 
a century, making con¬ 
quered germs once again 
untreatable. 

So there’s some surprising 
news in a report released 
Wednesday: U.S. superbug 
deaths appear to be going 
down. 

About 36,000 Americans 
died from drug-resistant in¬ 
fections in 2017, down 18% 
from an estimated 44,000 
in 2013, the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Preven¬ 
tion estimated. The decline 
is mainly attributed to an 
intense effort in hospitals to 
control the spread of par¬ 
ticularly dangerous infec¬ 
tions. 

“We are pushing back in a 
battle we were losing," said 
Michael Kirsch, a pharma¬ 
cist at AdventHealth Tam¬ 
pa, a Florida hospital that 
has seen lower superbug 
infection rates. “I would not 
by any means declare suc¬ 
cess.” 

Indeed, though deaths 
are going down, nonfatal 
infections grew nationally 
from 2.6 million in 2013 to 
2.8 million in 2017. Some 
worrisome new germs are 
emerging. And superbugs 
are appearing much more 
often outside of hospitals. 


h 



the report says. 

For example, urinary tract 
infections have been easily 
treated in doctor's offices 
with common antibiotics. 
But it’s increasingly com¬ 
mon to see young healthy 
women with such infec¬ 
tions forced into the hospi¬ 
tal after initial treatments 
don’t work, said Dr. Bradley 
Frazee, a California emer¬ 
gency room doctor. 

“We never really worried 
about this kind of antibiotic 
resistance in the past," said 
Frazee, who last year co¬ 
authored a journal article 
documenting more than 
1,000 drug-resistant urinary 
tract infections in one year 
at Highland Hospital in 
Oakland. 

Antibiotics first became 




* «- 


t 


\ • 





widely available in the 
1940s, and today dozens 
are used to kill or suppress 
the bacteria behind illness¬ 
es ranging from strep throat 
to the plague. The drugs 
are considered among 
medicine's greatest ad¬ 
vances, and have saved 
countless lives. 

But as decades passed, 
some antibiotics stopped 
working. Experts say their 
overuse and misuse have 
helped make them less ef¬ 
fective. 

The new report marks only 
the second time the CDC 
has tried to measure the 
numbers of U.S. illnesses 
and deaths attributed to 
drug-resistant germs. The 
first was released six years 
ago. This time, the agency 


relied on new data and 
it recalculated the 2013 
numbers, resulting in larger 
baseline estimates. 

The 2013 report estimat¬ 
ed more than 23,000 U.S. 
deaths and more than 
2 million infections each 
year from superbugs. Those 
numbers were based on 17 
germs that were consid¬ 
ered the greatest threat. 
That count did not include 
deaths and illnesses from a 
nasty bug called Clostrid¬ 
ium difficile, because the 
germ still is cowed by the 
drugs used to treat it. But C. 
diff is considered part of the 
larger problem, because 
it can grow out of control 
when antibiotics kill other 
bacteria. C. diff infections 
and deaths, fortunately, 
have also been declining. 
Overall, public health of¬ 
ficials acknowledge the 
superbug problem is prob¬ 
ably even bigger. A 2018 
paper suggested more 
than 153,000 Americans die 
each year with — though 
not necessarily from — su¬ 
perbug infections. 

The difference stems from 
where researchers get their 
data and on what’s includ¬ 
ed. “There's not universal 
agreement on what consti¬ 
tutes a drug-resistant infec¬ 
tion,” said the paper’s lead 
author. Dr. Jason Burnham 
of Washington University in 
St. Louis. 

For Wednesday’s report, 


the CDC turned to new 
data sources. For exam¬ 
ple, some earlier estimates 
were based on reports 
from about 180 hospitals. 
This time, CDC was able to 
draw from the electronic 
health records of about 700 
U.S. hospitals. 

Among the CDC’s other 
findings: 

—There were fewer cases 
of several nasty hospital- 
associated germs, includ¬ 
ing drug-resistant tubercu¬ 
losis and the bug known as 
MRSA. 

—Infections from a so- 
called “nightmare bacte¬ 
ria” — carbapenem-resis- 
tant Enterobacteriaceae, 
or CRE — held steady in¬ 
stead of increasing, to the 
relief of health officials. 
Officials credit hospitals for 
using antibiotics more ju¬ 
diciously, and to do more 
to isolate patients with re¬ 
sistant infections. They also 
believe government fund¬ 
ing for laboratories has 
helped investigators labs 
more quickly spot drug- 
resistant germs and take 
steps against them. 

Still, CDC officials said 
there's hardly cause for 
celebration. “There are still 
way too many people dy¬ 
ing,” said Michael Craig, a 
leader in CDC's superbug 
threat-assessment work. 
“We have a long way to go 
before we can feel we can 
even get ahead of this.’O 


This 1971 microscope image made available by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention shows Neisseria gonorrhoeae 
bacteria, which causes the sexually transmitted disease gonor¬ 
rhea. 

Associated Press 



This image released on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019, by the Ja¬ 
pan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), shows asteroid 
Ryugu taken by Japan's Hayabusa2 spacecraft. 

Associated Press 



Japan spacecraft starts yearlong 
journey home from asteroid 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A Japanese 
spacecraft left a distant 
asteroid on Wednesday, 
starting its yearlong jour¬ 
ney home after success¬ 
fully completing its mission 
to gather soil samples and 
data that could provide 
clues to the origins of the 
solar system, the country's 
space agency said. 

The Japan Aerospace Ex¬ 
ploration Agency said the 
Hayabusa2 spacecraft left 
its orbit around the asteroid 
Ryugu, about 300 million ki¬ 
lometers (180 million miles) 
from Earth. 


Hayabusa2 staff at the 
command center stood up 
and cheered when JAXA 
project manager Yuichi 
Tsuda confirmed the de¬ 
parture. 

The spacecraft captured 
and transmitted to Earth 
some of its final images of 
Ryugu, or "Dragon Palace," 
named after a sea-bottom 
castle in a Japanese folk 
tale, as it slowly began 
moving away, JAXA said. 
Hayabusa2 will continue its 
"farewell filming" of the as¬ 
teroid for a few more days. 
Hayabusa2 will adjust its 
position about Nov. 18 af¬ 
ter retreating 65 kilometers 


(40 miles) from the asteroid 
and out of its the gravita¬ 
tional pull. After that, Ryugu 
will be out of its sight. 

"It's sad to say goodbye 
to Ryugu," Tsuda said at a 
briefing Tuesday. "Literally it 
has been at the center of 
our lives over the past 114 
years." 

The spacecraft will then 
ignite its main thrusters in 
early December to propel 
it back to Earth. 

"We expect Hayabusa2 will 
bring us new scientific in¬ 
sights," Tsuda said. 

"Not only the data, but tan¬ 
gible samples will be in our 
hands.'Q 
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Despite female push. Garth Brooks bests Underwood at CMAs 



Garth Brooks accepts the award for entertainer of the year at the 53rd annual CMA Awards at 
Bridgestone Arena, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 

The Country Music Asso¬ 
ciation Awards almost fully 
honored and highlighted 
the women of country mu¬ 
sic — whose songs have 
been heavily dismissed 
on country radio over the 
years — until two words 
were uttered when they 
named its entertainer of 
the year: Garth Brooks. 
Wednesday night’s show 
kicked off with a perfor¬ 
mance featuring country 
female acts across gen¬ 
erations, included three fe¬ 
male hosts and had Maren 
Morris as its top nominee. 
But in the final moments, 
Brooks won the top prize 
over Carrie Underwood, 
who many had hoped 
would be the first female to 
win entertainer of the year 
since 2011. 

Brooks did highlight female 
acts during his acceptance 
speech at the Bridgestone 
Arena in Nashville, Tennes¬ 
see. 

“If they gave this award for 
this show tonight. I'd have 
to give it to Reba McEntire’s 
performance," Brooks said, 
while also praising Kelsea 
Ballerini and Luke Combs, 
who won two honors. 

All eyes seemed to be on 
Underwood, who had a 
successful year with her al¬ 
bum “Cry Pretty” and an 


all-female tour, for an en¬ 
tertainer of the year win. 
The last woman to win the 
prize was Taylor Swift, and 
Underwood was this year’s 
sole female nominee. 
Underwood hosted the 
show alongside McEn- 
tire and Dolly Parton, and 
though she didn’t win any 
awards, Underwood did 
win over the audience: She 
was a vocal beast, hitting 
all the right notes and more 
during a smoky perfor¬ 
mance of “Drinking Alone.” 
Morris also marked the big 
night for female country 


acts by taking home album 
of the year for “GIRL.” The 
award also went to her pro¬ 
ducer busbee, who died in 
September at age 43 from 
brain cancer. 

“I would be really remiss if I 
didn't mention a huge fac¬ 
et of why this album sounds 
the way it does, and we 
miss him so dearly. He text¬ 
ed me the morning that 
we got the nomination for 
album of the year this year, 
and we were so excited, 
and that’s our friend bus- 
bee,” a teary-eyed Morris 
said onstage. “His wife Jess 


is here tonight and she looks 
so beautiful. Thank you for 
sharing your husband with 
us once a month, and my 
heart just goes out to you 
and your beautiful daugh¬ 
ters. I hope when they listen 
to this record or any of the 
songs that he made that 
made us all better, they 
know how amazing their 
father was.” 

Kacey Musgraves, who 
won four Grammys this 
year, picked up female vo¬ 
calist of the year and music 
video of the year for “Rain¬ 
bow." 


“The female creative spirit, 
the female energy is really 
needed right now, it's re¬ 
ally important and I feel like 
it’s something that Earth 
needs. So whether it’s me 
that’s up here or any of the 
other women in this cat¬ 
egory, I just think that it’s a 
beautiful thing and I'm very 
appreciative,” Musgraves 
said. 

Other women who won 
Wednesday included Ash¬ 
ley McBryde, who won 
new artist of the year, and 
fiddle player Jenee Flee- 
nor, named musician of the 
year. 

Musgraves, joined by Willie 
Nelson, gave a wonder¬ 
ful performance of “Rain¬ 
bow Connection” from 
“The Muppet Movie,” even 
weaving in some of her 
own song “Rainbow." Pink 
also shined, with Chris Sta¬ 
pleton by her side, as she 
performed the song “Love 
Me Anyway.” And Dan + 
Shay, who won vocal duo 
of the year, gave a beau¬ 
tiful, heartwarming perfor¬ 
mance of the hit “Speech¬ 
less." 

In a white dress and stand¬ 
ing on a stage donned with 
white flowers, Morris — who 
is pregnant — performed 
her hit song “GIRL,” touch¬ 
ing her belly as she hit a 
high note at the end of her 
performanceO 


Historical society preserves 210-year-old theater curtain 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2019 photo, Rhode Island Historical So¬ 
ciety administrators Richard Ring and Morgan Grefe view a re¬ 
stored 210-year-old theater curtain depicting a sweeping view 
of the city in Providence, R.l. 

Associated Press 


PROVIDENCE, R.l. (AP) — 

The Rhode Island Historical 
Society has preserved a 
rare, 210-year-old theater 
curtain depicting a sweep¬ 
ing view of Providence. 

The organization was cel¬ 
ebrating the completion of 
the conservation work on 
Wednesday for their 198th 
annual meeting. The soci¬ 
ety said it knows of no other 
older surviving piece of 
American theater scenery. 
Executive Director Morgan 
Grefe said it's amazing that 
a fabric curtain survived 
more than two centuries to 
tell the story of Providence. 
“Here we are in 2019, still 
talking about it and being 
surprised by what it has to 
tell us,” she said. 

Painted in 1809 by John 


Worrall, the curtain mea¬ 
sures 24 feet (7.3 meters) 
wide and 15 feet (4.6 me¬ 
ters) tall. The drop scene 
was used in the city’s only 
theater in the early 1800s 
to entertain audiences be¬ 
tween shows in the early 
days of stage performanc¬ 
es in New England. 

The historical society took 
possession in 1833 when 
the theater closed. 

“It was seen as a spectacle 
and something that need¬ 
ed to be saved. We were 
the folks in town that saved 
things," Grefe said. 

The panorama of the 
city is displayed in the or¬ 
ganization’s ballroom in 
Providence, serving as a 
backdrop for many public 
programs. Conservators re¬ 


cently removed decades 
of dust, painted worn sec¬ 
tions along the seams and 
repaired small tears. The 
historical society and a 
private donor paid for the 
work. 

The organization’s files 
and research on the cur¬ 
tain date to the time it 
was painted and experts 
haven’t been able to find 
an older piece of surviving 
American theater scenery, 
said Richard Ring, the dep¬ 
uty executive director for 
collections and interpreta¬ 
tion. 

“Most folks who would’ve 
gotten theater curtains 
would’ve said that they 
can’t handle it and got¬ 
ten rid of them,” he said. 
“That’s why it’s a rare sur¬ 


vival. It takes so much effort 
to keep it the way it is for so 
long.” 

The historical society invites 


the public to view the cur¬ 
tain at its office on Benevo¬ 
lent Street from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. on ThursdayO 
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This image released by Disney shows Elsa, voiced by Idina Men- 
zel, in a scene from "Frozen 2." 

Associated Press 
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Review: An evolved iceman? Kristoff 
steps up in ‘Frozen 2’ 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 

Picture this: A princess is in 
distress. It looks bad. Her 
dashing young man rides 
up in the nick of time and 
says, “Here I am to save 
you, my dear!” Actually, he 
doesn’t. He just says, “I'm 
here. Whaddya need?” 
She has a plan, and off 
they go. 

This little exchange be¬ 
tween Kristoff and Anna 
may not be the showiest in 
“Frozen 2,” the long-await¬ 
ed sequel to that little 2013 
Disney movie that won two 
Oscars, broke box office 
records and caused count¬ 
less young girls (and boys) 
to find their inner belting 
voice. 

But if you're a parent look¬ 
ing for your young girl or boy 
to learn good relationship 
behavior, they could do 
well to watch Kristoff, who 
has now become probably 
the most evolved iceman 
this side of Arendelle or all 
of Scandinavia or maybe 
the entire European Union, 
pre- or post-Brexit. 

Not that a man is the an¬ 
swer to Elsa and Anna's 
problems. As in the first 
movie, the sisters are still 
doing it for themselves. 
And they’re wearing the 
pants — literally. Gowns 
give way to more practical 
attire, even a royal wetsuit. 
But, folks: Kristoff has the 
best song, too. Sorry, Elsa! 
You sound great — be¬ 


cause you're Idina Menzel, 
duh. But "Lost in the Woods," 
sung by the effortlessly lov¬ 
able Jonathan Groff, might 
just be the true heir to "Let 
it Go," at least in terms of its 
addictiveness. An angsty 
love ballad, performed in 
retro glam rock style with 
intentionally cheesy mu¬ 
sic video moves, a rein¬ 
deer chorus and Kristoff's 
blond mane blowing in the 
wind ... what’s not to love? 
“You're my only landmark, 
so I’m lost in the woods,” he 
sings. Sigh. 

It’s a highlight of the film. 
The rest, you ask? Well, it’s 
got quality, and it's got 
quantity (HOW many ani¬ 
mators are listed in those 
closing credits?) It just 
doesn’t have the exciting, 
lightning-in-a-bottle feel 
that the wonderful original 
had. Perhaps that was too 
much to ask. Certainly, the 
main characters, who have 
aged three years (though 
we humans have aged 
twice that — drat!) are in 
good voice, led by Men- 
zel's majestic Elsa and Kris¬ 
ten Bell's spunky Anna. Olaf 
the snowman (Josh Gad) is 
back, too, and he's learned 
how to read, and he has 
questions. (And nerve! At 
one point he channels an 
“American Idol” judge and 
pronounces Elsa’s singing 
“a little pitchy.”) 

And if it all seems less ef¬ 
fortless, more workmanlike 
than the first film, with a very 


complex storyline that will 
definitely be harder to fol¬ 
low for younger fans, there's 
plenty to like, especially the 
lush visuals. Directors Jenni¬ 
fer Lee and Chris Buck give 
us an animated ocean 
that looks incredibly real, 
a more mature, autumn- 
hued color palette, and a 
magical forest surrounded 
by a wall of mist. There are 
new creatures, from im¬ 
posing “earth giants” to 
a sweet little salamander. 
There’s an interesting new 
character played by Ster¬ 
ling K. Brown, a man from 
Elsa and Anna’s past. And 
there are seven new origi¬ 
nal songs by the estimable 
songwriting team of Kristen 
Anderson-Lopez and Bob¬ 
by Lopez, including a fit¬ 
ting anthem for each main 
character. 

We begin, of course, in Ar¬ 
endelle. In flashback, we 
see Elsa and Anna as young 
girls, being put to bed by 
their mother, Queen Iduna 
(Evan Rachel Wood). In 
her soothing lullaby, “All is 
Found,” there’s a message 
that will shape the story. 
Back to present time: It's au¬ 
tumn, a season we haven't 
seen yet in the kingdom. 
Elsa has gained some 
control over her magic. 
All seems well. “Some 
Things Never Change,” 
the four main characters 
sing, in what amounts to 
a Broadway-style opening 
number. □ 


Maya Angelou, RuPaul among 
California Hall of Fame class 



In this Nov. 21,2008, file photo, 
poet Maya Angelou smiles at 
an event in Washington. An¬ 
gelou, who died in 2014, is 
among several inductees for 
the next class of the California 
Hall of Fame. 

Associated Press 

Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 


— Author Maya Angelou 
and performer RuPaul are 
among the inductees for 
the next class of California 
Hall of Fame. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom and 
his wife, Jennifer Siebel 
Newsom, announced the 
inductees on Wednesday. 
The class includes soccer 
player and two-time World 
Cup champion Brandi 
Chastain, skateboarder 
and entrepreneur Tony 
Hawk, actor and come¬ 
dian George Lopez, chef 
and restaurateur Wolfgang 
Puck, astrophysicist France 


A. Cordova, author Jeanne 
Wakatsuki Houston, civil 
rights leader James M. 
Lawson Jr. and winemaker 
Helen M. Turley. 

The class will be inducted 
during a ceremony on 
Dec. 10, though Angelou 
died in 2014. 

The California Hall of Fame 
started in 2006, and induct¬ 
ees are selected each year 
by the governor and first 
partner. 

Newsom is a Democrat 
and says the inductees 
“embody California’s inno¬ 
vative spirit.”□ 
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Latin Grammys to celebrate 20 years with massive performance 



This combination photo shows, from left, actress Paz Vega, actor-singer Ricky Martin and actress 
Roselyn Sanchez, who will host the 20th Latin Grammy Awards on Thursday in Las Vegas, Nev. 

Associated Press 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 

The Latin Grammys will 
celebrate its 20th anniver¬ 
sary with a 20-artist perfor¬ 
mance in a tribute to the 
legacy of Latin music. 
Thursday night’s show at 
the MGM Grand Garden 
Arena in Las Vegas will 
open with a performance 
featuring Prince Royce, 
Anitta, Fito Paez, Natalia Ji¬ 
menez, Beto Cuevas, Cali¬ 
bre 50, Carlos Rivera, Draco 
Rosa, Leonel Garcia, Milly 
Quezada, Olga Tanon, Reik 
and Tony Succar. 

Ricky Martin, Roselyn San¬ 
chez and Paz Vega will 
host the show, which will 
also include performances 
by Residente, Bad Bunny, 
Luis Fonsi, Farruko, Ozuna, 
Alicia Keys and Miguel. 
Juanes, who was named 
the Latin Recording Acad¬ 
emy's 2019 Person of the 
Year, will sing a medley of 
his hits. And Mexican pop 
singer Alejandro Fernandez 
will perform with his father 
Vicente Fernandez and his 
son Alex Fernandez. 
Veteran singer-songwriter 
Alejandro Sanz, who is the 
top nominee with eight, will 
also take the stage. Break¬ 


through performer Rosalia, 
who won two Latin Gram¬ 
mys last year, is behind 
Sanz with five nominations. 
She will also perform at the 
show, which begins at 8 
p.m. Eastern and is airing 
live on Univision. Both Sanz 
and Rosalia are nominat¬ 
ed for album of the year, 
along with Fonsi, Succar, 
Ruben Blades, Sebastian 
Yatra, Paula Arenas, An¬ 
dres Calamaro, Fonseca 
and Ximena Sarinana. 

None of the uber-popular 
Latin trap and reggaeton 
acts received nominations 


for the top prize, or in other 
big categories like song of 
the year, record of the year 
and best new artist. The 
Latin Grammys received 
backlash for dismissing per¬ 
formers like J Balvin, Bad 
Bunny, Ozuna, Daddy Yan¬ 
kee, Maluma and Nicky 
Jam — artists who have 
dominated on streaming 
services, sold out arenas 
like Madison Square Gar¬ 
den, racked in millions of 
YouTube views and topped 
the charts with multiple 
songs. 

The omissions were espe¬ 


cially surprising since the 
Latin Grammys have 10 
nominees for its top four 
categories. 

When the nominations 
were released in Septem¬ 
ber, Balvin posted a photo 
of the Grammy logo with a 
large red "X" across it on In- 
stagram. Words on the im¬ 
age read in Spanish: "With¬ 
out reggaeton, there's no 
Latin Grammys." 

Balvin, however, did re¬ 
ceive two nominations 
— his collaborations with 
Rosalia ("Con Altura") and 
De La Ghetto ("Caliente") 


makes him a double nomi¬ 
nee for best urban song. His 
new album with Bad Bun¬ 
ny, "Oasis," was not eligible 
for this year's Latin Gram¬ 
mys but will qualify in 2020. 
Songs and albums released 
between June 1, 2018 and 
May 31,2019 were eligible. 
Maluma, Nicky Jam and 
Karol G, last year's winner 
for best new artist, earned 
zero nominations, while 
other stars like Bad Bunny, 
Daddy Yankee and Ozuna 
were restricted to catego¬ 
ries such as best urban mu¬ 
sic album, best urban song 
and best urban fusion/per¬ 
formance. 

Pop singers, however, did 
well. Camila Cabello is up 
for record of the year, song 
of the year and best pop 
song for "Mi Persona Favor- 
ita" with Sanz, while Alessia 
Cara and Juanes’ "Que- 
rer Mejor" is nominated for 
song and record of the 
year. Most of the awards — 
39 out of 50 — will be hand¬ 
ed at the Latin Grammys 
Premiere, a ceremony that 
is not televised but can be 
followed through the Latin 
Grammy Facebook page 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
EDT.Q 


'My Penguin Year' works best as companion to nature series 


By ROB MERRILL 
Associated Press 

"My Penguin Year: Life 
Among the Emperors," Wil¬ 
liam Morrow, by Lindsay 
McCrae 

It's an odd thing to write 
in a book review, but "My 
Penguin Year" is better seen 
than read. The good news 
is you can do just that. 


ARUBA 



McCrae spent 337 days in 
Antarctica as the director 
of photography for the BBC 
series "Dynasties," narrated 
by Father Nature himself. 
Sir David Attenborough. He 
won a BAFTA Award for his 
work, documenting the life 
cycle of emperor penguins. 
So you can actually watch 
the best of the footage he 
captured — from mating 
to chicks hatching — and 
then pick up this book for a 
behind-the-scenes look at 
how it was done. 

Whether you'll get really 
into McCrae's personal 
journey or it will just make 
you want to watch "Dynas¬ 
ties" again is up to you. 

The best parts of the book 
are the passages when Mc¬ 
Crae is out on the ice and 
just can't believe his luck. 
"... as they approached al¬ 
most to touching distance 
on their bellies, I felt maybe 
I should move out of their 
way," writes McCrae of his 


first wild encounter with the 
bird that has fascinated 
him all his life. "On my knees, 
I was the same height as 
they were at well over a 
metre tall, and I could see 
straight into their eyes. The 
pair were so close I could 
see every fibre on every 
feather." 

It really does make you 
want to see it in 4K, right? 
The segments of the book 
that don't quite work are 
the more personal parts. 
McCrae left his pregnant 
wife in England for the ex¬ 
cursion, an agonizing de¬ 
cision given it meant he 
would miss the birth of 
his first child. He often at¬ 
tempts to juxtapose his 
thoughts about what he's 
witnessing among the pen¬ 
guins against what he's 
missing at home, and it 
feels unnecessary. "Life was 
continuing without me and 
it felt strange to be so de¬ 
tached," he writes around 


the eight-month mark of 
his trip, lamenting when his 
wife wants to talk about 
possibly leaving the Lake 
District in England where 
McCrae grew up and his 
son, Walter, was born. "I was 
too far from home, too de¬ 
tached from real life, to be 
making those kinds of huge 
decisions." All true, but also 
all his choice. Writing about 
it bogs down the book a 
bit. The overall effect is per¬ 
haps a good one though 
— you just want McCrae to 
fire up his Skidoo and get 
back out on the ice to tell 
you what's happening at 
the penguin colony. 

Final takeaway: Watch epi¬ 
sode 5 of "Dynasties," then 
pick up the book if you're 
hooked. 

They are meant to be en¬ 
joyed in tandem. As you 
watch that first shot of 
the penguins material¬ 
izing out of the blowing 
snow, marching across the 


My Penguin Year 

Lije Among the hmperort 



Lindsay McCrae 


This cover image released 
by William Morrow shows "My 
Penguin Year: Living with the 
Emperors" by Lindsay Mc¬ 
Crae. 

Associated Press 

fresh sea ice toward the 
most inhospitable breed¬ 
ing grounds on Earth, you 
may long for details about 
just how much sacrifice — 
personal and physical — it 
took for McCrae to get that 
shot and tell the story.Q 
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Rooms with new views: Hotels try their hand in home-sharing 



This Saturday, Sept. 28, 2019, photo shows entrance to a flat that will be available for short term 
rent in London. 

Associated Press 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
Associated Press 

Travelers sometimes want 
a cookie-cutter room in a 
downtown hotel, and they 
sometimes want a cozy 
Tuscan farmhouse to share 
with friends. 

Hotels have always been 
good at providing the first 
one. Now, they're trying to 
figure out how to provide 
the second — and blunt 
the growth of competitors 
like Airbnb. But they're hav¬ 
ing mixed success. 

Marriott said Tuesday it's 
expanding its six-month-old 
home-sharing pilot in Lon¬ 
don to three additional Eu¬ 
ropean cities. On the same 
day, Hyatt announced it 
was pulling out of a mon¬ 
ey-losing collaboration with 
luxury home-sharing com¬ 
pany Oasis. 

Analysts say hotels are wise 
to experiment. Airbnb now 
has 5 million listings on its 
site, up 25 percent from a 
year ago. By comparison, 
Marriott grew 5 percent last 
year to 1.3 million rooms. 
In some markets, like New 
York and Miami, studies in¬ 
dicate that home-sharing is 
already eroding hotel prof¬ 
its. 

But it's not yet clear how 
far hotels are willing to ex¬ 
pand into home-sharing, 
which challenges their tra¬ 
ditional business models. It 
costs more to clean homes 
scattered in various neigh¬ 
borhoods than rooms at a 
central location, for exam¬ 
ple. 

The barriers are so great 
that at least one major ho¬ 
tel company — Hilton — is 
giving home-sharing a pass 
for now. The company's 
CEO, Chris Nassetta, says 


the quality, consistency 
and amenities that Hilton 
customers expect are best 
provided in hotels. 

Other hotel companies, 
like Marriott, say they can 
bring order and standards 
to the chaotic home-shar¬ 
ing market. Hotels promise 
perks they say Airbnb can't 
match: fully vetted proper¬ 
ties, fluffy white towels and 
popular loyalty programs 
that let members use points 
to book homes. 

"The lines are beginning to 
blur, and depending on 
what kind of trip it is, some¬ 
times a home feels better 
than a hotel," said Jennifer 
Hsieh, Marrioff's vice presi¬ 
dent of customer experi¬ 
ence. 

Marriott began testing 
home rentals in London in 
the spring. This week, it's ex¬ 
panding that pilot program 
— called Tribute Portfolio 


Homes — to Paris, Rome 
and Lisbon. Marriott says 
the program will now in¬ 
clude 340 homes. 

Hotels aren't necessarily lur¬ 
ing different customers with 
their home-sharing options. 
Instead, they're finding that 
existing customers want 
more options, says Steve 
Caron, vice president and 
head of vacafion rent¬ 
als for Comfort Inn parent 
Choice Hotels, which has 
partnered with RedAwning, 
a company that oversees 
20,000 rental properties. 
Take Craig Sowerby, an au¬ 
thor and freelance travel 
writer based in Barcelona, 
Spain. He's a Hyatt loyalty 
member and usually stays 
in hotels, but he decided to 
try an Oasis apartment for 
a one-month trip to Buenos 
Aires earlier this summer. 
There were some hiccups. 
He had to pay upfront, 
months in advance, for the 
full $1,745 cost of his stay. 
He got fresh towels and 
sheets weekly, but there 
was no other cleaning. The 
WiFi didn't work. 

On the plus side, he said, 
he earned credits toward 
his elite Hyatt status as well 
as points for future stays. 
The apartment was also far 
nicer than the Airbnb he 
subsequently rented in an¬ 
other part of Argentina. But 
he thinks it will be a chal¬ 
lenge for hotel chains to 
deliver the same standard 
of service in shared homes. 


"If the hotel chains end up 
simply offering a 'more ex¬ 
pensive Airbnb,' then their 
potential market will be 
limited to those of us who 
are points or elite status ob¬ 
sessed," Sowerby said. 

For its part, Hyatt invested 
$22 million in Oasis in 2017 
but in the second quarter 
of this year, it wrote off its 
investment as a loss, saying 
regulatory hurdles in some 
cities were limiting Oasis's 
growth. 

On Tuesday, vacation rent¬ 
al management company 
Vacasa bought Oasis and 
Hyatt ceased its affiliation, 
although Vacasa is honor¬ 
ing reservations that Hyatt 
members already made. 
In a statement, Hyatt said 
it recognizes that custom¬ 
er demand for alternative 
accommodations remains 
strong, and it may discuss a 
future tie-up with Vacasa. 


Onefinestay — a luxury 
home rental company 
bought by AccorHotels in 
2016 — offers properties like 
a three-bedroom villa on 
Maui for $975 per night. 

But AccorHotels took a 
similar $285 million charge 
in the second quarter, pri¬ 
marily due to losses at One¬ 
finestay. AccorHotels also 
said it believes home-shar¬ 
ing needs to be part of ifs 
porffolio, but the business 
hasn't grown as planned. 
Maggie Rauch, senior di¬ 
rector of research at the 
travel consulting firm Pho- 
cuswrighf, says making 
home-sharing profitable will 
be a challenge for hotels. 
"Does it make sense for Mar- 
rioff to build a new Marriott 
around this flexible shared 
space? Is a hotel company 
going to buy a brownstone 
in Brooklyn?" she said. 

For now, Marriott's exposure 
is limited. It partnered with 
Hostmaker — a U.K.-based 
home-sharing manage¬ 
ment company — which 
scouts homes and makes 
sure they meet Marriott's 
standards. Marriott only 
takes a cut for homes that 
are rented through the Trib¬ 
ute site. 

But Hsieh said home-shar¬ 
ing does have some finan¬ 
cial advantages. For exam¬ 
ple, Marriott has found that 
home-sharing customers 
are generally leisure travel¬ 
ers who stay twice as long 
as typical hotel customers. 
Hotels can also charge 
more for entire homes. Trib¬ 
ute offers a three-bedroom 
home with a full kitchen, 
three bathrooms and a 
balcony in London's Kens¬ 
ington neighborhood for 
$956 per night plus a $129 



This Saturday, Sept. 28, 2019, photo shows the bedroom of a flat 
that will be available for short term rent in London. 

Associated Press 



This Saturday, Sept. 28,2019, photo shows the bathroom of a flat 
that will be available for short term rent in London. 

Associated Press 






















